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Aye Write and Wee Write have become much loved and key 
fixtures in our city’s events calendar each year. 15 years have 
passed since the inaugural Aye Write and in that time the festivals 
have played an incredible part in engaging more people in 
reading and writing activities, debates and discussions.
 
Because of your love of books and reading we are, together, 
achieving amazing things: you have donated to the Wee Write 
Reading and Literacy Fund, helping raise almost £10,000 for 
children’s reading; you have enabled us to give 2,000 free tickets 
through our Community Ticketing initiative to individuals who 
have never been to a book festival before; and you have helped 
us host more than 125,000 children via our Schools Programme. 
Thank you!
 
The last five years have been particularly strong for the festival, 
with tickets sales almost doubling, and we’re hoping that this year’s 
Aye Write and Wee Write will be our biggest yet! We’ve sold more 
than 162,000 tickets over the course of this fantastic festival, all of 
which have helped to develop Aye Write to be bigger and better 

each year. The programme this year includes over 260 authors 
and more than 200 events which are only available thanks to the 
incredible support from all our volunteers who have contributed 
a staggering 3,000 hours of their time. This year also sees the 
return of our Wee Write Schools Programme that will reach up to 
12,000 children as well our family day takeover at The Mitchell 
Library on 7th March.
 
We would love to hear about the things you love about Aye Write 
so please get in touch via our social media channels or come and 
say hello to any of the festival team when you see them at The 
Mitchell Library. And please do tag us in all your social media 
activities using the hashtag #AyeWrite2020
 
Without you we would not have had the last 15 years we’ve had 
and we can’t wait to go on the journey of the next 15 years with 
you.
 
Thank you
Team Aye Write / Wee Write

Partners: SPT Subway, Glasgow Science Centre, St Mungo’s Mirrorball, Scottish Writers Centre, Federation of Writers (Scotland), 
City of Glasgow College

Thanks to Supporters: Tannahill Fund, Harper Collins

Thanks to Programme Advisory, Operations and Community Engagement Committees: Katrina Brodin, Laura Wishart, Ruth Hardie, Bob 
McDevitt, Margaret Houston, Fiona Haddow, Simon Biggam, Mairi Kidd, Sha Nazir, Sean McNamara, Jim Carruth, Louise Welsh, Yvonne Slater, 
Vikki Reilly, Andrew Meehan, Chris Dolan, James Aldridge, Angie Crawford, Caron MacPherson, Alison Lang, Joe Sanders, Jenny Clark, Maria Joliny, 
Gordon Boag, Lynda Scott, Jenny Little, Naomi Shoba, Frances Bradley, Andrew Ferguson, Fiona Baker, Chris Quinn, Ruth Hunter, Karen Donnelly

Photo Credits: Sam Ardley (A. N Wilson), Chris Baker (Gillian McNeil), Alan Braidwood (Gareth Williams), Rachel Bird (Pete Paphides), Chris Boland (Zeba Talkhani), iBrodie (Claudia Hammond), KT Bruce (Val McDermid), Lydia 
Calman-Grimsadle (Peter Grimsdale), Eoin Carey (Rose Ruane), Victoria Carew-Hunt (C J Schuler), Adam Clayton-Smith (Dugald Bruce Lockhart), Jay Dacey (Chris Atkins), Natalie Dawkins (Libby Page), Gemma Day (Chris MacDonald), 
Tom deFreston (Kiran Millwood Hargrave), John Devine (Graeme Macrae Burnet), Elizabeth Eagle (Colm McCann), Steve Finch (Marion Dunn), Phil Fisk (Tom Nancollas), Mary Gibson (David Barrie), Robin Gillanders (Calum Colvin, Tom 
Normand),Colin Harkness (Peter Tatchell), Colin Hawkins (Anne Youngson), Lucy Hogg (Blake Gopnik), Nina Hollington (Philip Clark), Andy Hollingworth (Phil Jupitus), Charlie Hopkinson (Lennie Goodings), Henry Hunt (Paul Tonkinson), Stefan 
Jakubowski (Adam Rutherford), Richard James (Jane Robinson), Lucy Jones (Gemma Brunton), Jan Klos (Kathleen Jamie), Tom Kerridge (Cristian Barnett), Christy Ku (Molly Aitken), Judy Laing (Leila Abouela), Alex Lake (Emma Jane Unsworth), 
Laoye and Beeson (Anthony Anaxagorou), Jamie Drew Lowres (Natasha Pulley), MacLehose Press (Lars Mytting), Murdo MacLeod (Polly Clark, Maggie O Farrell, Don Paterson), Ryan McGoverne (Ian MacPherson), McTurquoisetop (Maggie 
Craig), Dominic Martlew (Colin Grant), Phillippe Matsas (BA Paris), Ruth Mayer (Michael Bond), Tom Medwell (Mat Osman), Tracey Moberty (Bill Drummond), Mike Newman (Catrina Davies), Nottingham Trent University (Dr Angela Gallop), Je! 
Overs (Gavin Esler), Diana Patient (Francine Toon), Adam Patterson (Babita Sharma), Onur Pinar (Sophie Hannah, Azadeh Moaveni), Derek Prescott (Sally Magnusson), Niki Powell (Michael Cashman), Alecsandra Raluca Dragoi (Nina Stibbe), 
Kate Raworth (Sarah Knott), Rosie Reed (Kajal Odedra), Joanthan Ring (Helen McCarthy), Douglas Robertson (Tom Mole), Stefan Rousseau (John Bercow), Genevieve Russell (Janie Brown), Ian Rutherford (Kenny MacAskill), Steve Schofield  
(Andrew Marr), Chris Scott (Esther Rutter), Jennie Scott (Bernardine Evaristo), Liz Seabrook (Darran Anderson), Clive Sherlock (David Spiegelhalter), Hal Shinnie (Andrew Michael Hurley), Giles Smith (Alice Vincent), Jenny Smith (Elizabeth Day), 
Mat Smith (Elizabeth Macneal), J Stoker (Johny Pitts), Pablo Strong (Lauren Bravo), Brian Sweeney (Andrew Meehan), TD (Kapka Kassabova), Lily Rose Thomas (Amelia Abraham), Naomi Thomas (Leonie Charlton), Chris Thomond (Dr Pragya 
Agarwal), Cordula Tremi (Jess Kidd), Alan Trotter (Ambrose Parry), Nick Turner (Abir Mukherjee), Peter Urpeth (Norman Bissell), Adriene Wachholz (Bill Sweeney), Michael Wharley (Matthew McVarnish).

FUNDERS MEDIA PARTNER

Aye Write is part of Glasgow Life, a Scottish Charity, SC037844, 
regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).



Spark your child’s 
imagination at our 

magical book festival!

PLAY, TALK, READ BUS
10am – 4pm | FREE | Ages 0 – 5 
Jump aboard the ‘Play, Talk, Read’ Bus, 
listen to stories, join in with rhymes and 
get involved in some messy play. Play, Talk, 
Read have lots of easy, fun ways to help 
your child be happier, learn more and enjoy 
a better start in life. It’s just the ticket!

MAIRI KIDD AND TOM MORGAN-
JONES 
Strong Brave True: Great Scots Who 
Changed the World . . . And How You 
Can Too!  
10.15am – 11.15am | £3 | Ages 7+

Mairi Kidd and Tom Morgan-Jones share amazing stories of the 
great Scots who changed our world. With readings, draw-alongs 
and other fun activities, plus a chance to win prizes and generally 
be an excellent person.

BETH FRIEDIAN 
Pippi Longstocking / Pippi Fhad-stocainneach
Gaelic: 10.15am – 10.45am & 11.45am – 12.15pm
English: 11am – 11.30am & 12.30pm – 1pm
FREE | Ages 8 – 10 
Is i Pippi Fhad-stocainneach a’ chaileag as 
treasa, as bàidheile agus as beartaiche san 
t-saoghal. Tha i a’ fuireach ann an taigh mòr 
còmhla ri muncaidh beag agus each eagallach 
mòr. Tha e 75 bliadhna bho chaidh an leabhar 
ainmeil fhoillseachadh; thig is coinnich ri Pippi!

Meet Pippi Longstocking, the strongest, 
friendliest and richest girl in the world. She 
lives in a big house with a little monkey and an enormous 
horse. This delightfully interactive performance celebrates 75 
years since the publication of this children’s classic. 

NICOLA SKINNER 
Bloom
10.30am – 11.30am | £3 | Ages 9+ 
Welcome to the wonderful, wickedly funny 
world of Bloom, a town where rules are 
obeyed and green spaces are built over. Sorrel 
Fallowfield grows up in a REALLY surprising 
way a"er she finds some ‘surprising’ seeds that 
change everything.
Bloom is an incredibly original book for 
everyone who has ever felt like they didn’t fit in, or needs more 
colour and wildness in their lives.

KIMBERLIE HAMILTON 
Rebel Cats versus Rebel Dogs  
10.30am – 11.30am | £3 | Ages 8+
Discover lots of fur-raising facts and tail-
wagging tales with Kimberlie Hamilton author 
and animal welfare activist, as you delve into 
the pages of her fantastic collections: Rebel Cats! and 
Rebel Dogs! Hear lots of stories and secrets about 
history’s most fascinating felines and heroic hounds. 
A paw-fect event for all young animal lovers. 

MOG COMPUTER CODING FUN   
10.30am – 11.30am  | FREE | Ages 3 – 7 with an adult
Mog the forgetful cat has always 
wanted to be able to fly and now 
you can make her dream come true!  
For teams of a grown-up and one 
or two children to follow some easy 
instructions and help complete a 
game where Mog flies. If your team 
members have put together Lego 
blocks or used a computer mouse 
you’re exactly who we need for this 
fun coding activity!  
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LARI DON 
The Legend of the First Unicorn
11.30am – 12.30pm | £3 
Ages 5+  
Award-winning author and master 
storyteller Lari Don presents a unique 
take on Scotland’s national animal. 
Discover the folklore that inspired Lari’s 

brand new tale of the first unicorn in Scotland, imagine your own 
magical adventures, and marvel at the stunning illustrations which 
bring the story to life!

LUCY COURTNEY AND 
SHEENA DEMPSEY 
Mermaid School   
12.15pm – 1.15pm | £3 | Ages 6 – 9 
Welcome to Lady Sealia Foam’s Mermaid 
School! where students learn siren songs, 
proper care of sea creatures and how to not 
fall o! seahorses. Fabulous fishy fun and live 
drawing. Mermaid costumes welcome.

SARAH ROBERTS  
Somebody Swallowed Stanley
12.15pm – 1.15pm | £3 | Ages 4 – 6
Everyone has a taste for Stanley, but he is 
no ordinary jellyfish.  Most jellyfish have 
dangly-gangly tentacles, but Stanley has 
stripes… Author and Eco-expert Sarah 
makes children aware of the perils of plastic pollution, 
how they can protect their favourite places and the awesome 
creatures who live there? Sharks teeth included.

MEET THE 
GRUFFALO  
12.00pm: The Gru!alo
1.30pm: The Gru!alo in 
Scots
3.30pm: The Glasgow 
Gru!alo
FREE | Ages 3+ 
See his terrible tusks, and terrible 
claws,
And terrible teeth in his terrible 
jaws!
Listen to your favourite version 
of the Gru!alo, then meet the 
Gru!alo himself.
  

PHILIP ARDAGH AND 
GARETH P JONES  
Dickens and Dragons 
12.45pm – 1.45pm | £3 | Ages 7+ 
Two of the funniest award-winning 
children’s authors around, join forces to 
create a once-in-a-lunchtime interactive 
event of stories, songs and very bad 
drawing. Includes the 20th Anniversary 
of Philip’s Eddie Dickens Trilogy 
and the release of Gareth’s Dragon 
Detective: Catnapped. A laugh out loud 
extravaganza!

THROUGH THE WARDROBE   
1.15pm – 2.15pm | FREE | Ages 9 – 11
Celebrate the 70th Anniversary of The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe, with fun activities and drama inspired by the magical 
land beyond the wardrobe.
Just watch out for the evil White Witch, to become Kings and 
Queens of Narnia..

THOMAS CLARK
Peppa Pig’s Bonnie Unicorn – In Scots  
2pm – 3pm | £3 | Ages 3 – 6 
Jings! Crivvens! Help ma boab! 
Peppa Pig and Suzy Sheep love 
playing with Peppa’s toy horse, 
Cuddy McTwinkle-Taes, but 
there’s one thing they’d love 
more – a bonnie, sparkly unicorn 
and they need YOUR help! Gie it 
laldy in this a fun-filled daunder 
to meet Peppa and friends as 
never seen before – translated 
into easy-to-understand 
Scots. A fun, familiar and lively 
introduction to the Scots 
language. 

Check out 
weewrite.co.uk 

for further announcements 
on additional events



INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Children under the age 12 months attending Wee Write Family 
Day receive a complimentary ticket. Please ask the box o#ce to 
support you with this request. Some restrictions apply.

Children aged 8 years and over may attend an event 
unaccompanied by an adult – a café is available while your child 
attends the event. 

Parents are required to purchase a ticket and attend events for 
children under 8 years old. 

All event, time and dates correct at time of printing, please visit 
ayewrite.com for the most up-to-date information.
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TOM KNIGHT 
Good Knight, Bad Knight 
2pm – 3pm | £3 | Ages 5 – 8
Join Tom Knight for an armour-
splittingly funny Knightly adventure. 
Hear about his characters Good 
Knight, Bad Knight and discover 
what it takes to become a knight 
yourself. With medieval ballads, 
a knighting ceremony and time 
to create your very own knights 
helmet. 

 
BOOKBUG CELEBRATES 10 YEARS
Come and meet Debi Gliori 2pm – 2.45pm
Bookbug session 3pm – 3.30pm
FREE | Ages 0 – 3 
Celebrate a decade of songs, rhymes 
and stories in Bookbugs 10th birthday 
year. Meet Bookbugs’ creator, the 
award-winning author Debi Gliori as 
she talks about books and Bookbug 
then join us for a Bookbug session and 
a visit from Bookbug himself. 

FLEURBLE LAFFALOT
Celebrating the Harry Potter Books 
2.30pm – 3.30pm | £3 | Ages 8+ 
Join Fleurble La!alot for a family friendly 
journey through J.K. Rowling’s 
much loved books. Discover 
fun facts about Harry Potter 
and take part in some of 
the key elements of life at 
Hogwarts – the sorting 
ceremony, Quidditch, moving 
portraits, potions and much 
more. A funny, silly event for 
anyone who has ever wanted 
to explore the magical world 
of Harry Potter books!

CELEBRATING WORZEL 
GUMMIDGE 
3pm – 4pm | FREE 
Ages 8 – 10 
“I’ll be bum-swizzled”, Worzel 
Gummidge, the loveable, 
mischievous scarecrow is back!  
Enjoy a story, cra", game and 
more as we return to magical 
Scatterbrook farm. Scarecrow dress 
welcome.  
 

ALISTAIR CHISHOLM 
Orion Lost  
3.30pm – 4.30pm | £3 | Ages 8 – 12

Stranded on a damaged spaceship, in 
deep, darkest space, how would YOU 
cope?
Come aboard the colony ship Orion 
to find out as you take decisions 
and plan actions with author Alastair 
Chisholm, in this interactive event.
With thrilling twists, this gripping story 
is a must for all Star Wars and Sci-Fi 
fans.

With your support we can inspire young people
to fall in love with reading.
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JEMMA NELVILLE 
Creative Conversations 
Monday 16 March | 1pm – 2pm 
University of Glasgow Memorial Chapel 
Jemma Neville’s debut book Constitution Street: Finding Hope 
in the Age of Anxiety (404 Ink, 2019) considers what real-life 
stories from neighbours of one street in Leith reveal about today’s 
constitutional crisis in an age of anxiety.

HUMANS OF SCOTLAND
Wednesday 18 March | 6pm – 7pm | Mitchell Library  
Humans of Scotland puts the voices of disabled people, people 
living with long term conditions and unpaid carers at its heart. It 
gives a platform to people who are o"en marginalised and helps 
chart their journeys. The collection shares lived experience of 
mental illness, sensory loss and addiction recovery. 

CHEEKY BESOM: ‘MEMOIRS & CONFESSIONS’ 
A JUSTIFIED SINNERS SPEAKEASY CELEBRATING 
250TH ANNIVERSARY OF JAMES HOGG
Wednesday 18 March | 6pm – 7.30pm | Mitchell Library
CALLING ALL CREATIVES and justified sinners! We are seeking 
readers/performers to share their work inspired by the theme, 
‘Memoirs & Confessions,’ and it’s open to your interpretation. 
Whatever sparks your imagination, anything goes!  We also 
encourage readings of James Hogg’s work. Each artist will be 
given a 5-minute slot to be allocated on a first come, first served 
basis. To secure a slot contact Ruby McCann: mccannruby@
gmail.com. Hosted by Jim Ferguson: jimfergusonpoet.co.uk        

GLASGOW’S LEARNING CELEBRATION OF 
WRITING FROM COMMUNITY-BASED LITERACY 
LEARNERS
Friday 20 March | 11.30am – 2pm 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
Exhibition opens 11.30am, Performances 12pm – 1.15pm, 
Refreshments and Exhibition 1.15pm – 2pm
Join us for this lively event where community-based adult literacy 
and creative learners from across the city come together to 
share their writing on the theme of friendship. The event includes 
spoken word and an opportunity to mingle and enjoy a display of 
learners’ work. To book call 0800 027 6402 (please book for all 
those attending the event, including learners who are performing)

TESSA HADLEY
Creative Conversations 
Monday 23 March | 1pm – 2pm 
University of Glasgow Memorial Chapel
Tessa Hadley lives in Cardi! and teaches Literature and Creative 
Writing at Bath Spa University. Her short stories have been 
published in The New Yorker and Granta, and she has published 
two collections, Sunstroke and other stories in 2007 and Married 
Love in 2013.

SCOTTISH WRITERS’ CENTRE OPEN SPEAKEASY
Wednesday 25 March | 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
Join the Scottish Writers’ Centre to explore our response to 
COP26 GLASGOW, the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, that will take place in November. Whether you’re 
a new, emerging or seasoned writer, you can join us to share 
your work with fellow prose writers and poets. We’re looking 
for work on the theme of Our Feet On This Earth. To have 
a chance to read, please send your submissions to: info@
scottishwriterscentre.co.uk with ‘Our Feet On This Earth’ as the 
subject line.

A SHOWCASE OF CREATIVE WRITING FROM 
COMMUNITY CENTRES AND LIBRARIES  
Thursday 26 March | 2pm – 3.30pm | Mitchell Library 
Join us for an a"ernoon of sharing stories, poems and songs 
from creative writing groups of all levels who meet in Glasgow’s 
community centres and libraries across the city. Get inspired by 
this year’s theme “Friendship” and share your group’s favourite 
pieces with fellow creative writers. Hosted by writer Julie Fraser, 
Creative Writing Tutor for Glasgow Communities.
Call Shaun Pearce on 0141 276 1330 if you or your creative 
writing group would like to be part of this event.

ST MUNGO’S MIRRORBALL OPEN MIC
Thursday 26 March | 6 – 7pm | Mitchell Library 
St Mungo’s Mirrorball aka Glasgow’s Poetry Network, and 
Glasgow’s Poet Laureate Jim Carruth host their popular open 
mic session. An opportunity for budding and established poets 
to read their own work. Whether you have a number of poetry 
collections out or are reading in public for the first time, all are 
welcome to take part.

GLASGOW’S LEARNING CELEBRATION OF 
WRITING FROM COMMUNITY-BASED ESOL 
LEARNERS
Friday 27th March | 11.30am – 2pm
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
(Exhibition opens 11.30am, Performances 12pm – 1.15pm, 
Refreshments and Exhibition 1.15pm – 2pm)
Adult learners, who have been developing their English language 
skills in ESOL classes, come together to share their writing on the 
theme of friendship. This vibrant event brings together learners from 
Glasgow’s diverse communities and includes spoken word and a 
display of writing. To book call 0800 027 6402 (please book for all 
those attending the event, including learners who are performing). 

SUDDEN FAME 
Sunday 29 March | 6.30pm – 8.30pm | Mitchell Library 
The Federation of Writers (Scotland) presents ‘Sudden Fame’ – a 
spoken word event where members of the Federation of Writers, 
the public and members of writers’ groups perform a selection of 
their work within 5 minute slots. Always a friendly and stimulating 
event, book early and practise your reading. If you would like to 
read, please book a slot by emailing libraria17@hotmail.com 

FREE EVENTS



CREATIVE WRITING All creative writing sessions take 
place in The Mitchell Library
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CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT CHARACTER  
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Thursday 12 March | 6.30pm – 8.30pm | £18
This interactive workshop covers all you need to know about 
building characters: how to use your imagination and observation 
to create them, how to give them a personality, how to give them a 
voice, and how to build stories out of them.

CREATIVE WRITING: WRITE WHAT YOU KNOW
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Friday 13 March  | 6pm – 8pm | £18
This interactive workshop will investigate how ‘write what you know’ 
can be interpreted using exercises designed to help you find the 
themes and stories that craiger most to you. 

GIVE IT A GO: CREATIVE WRITING 
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Saturday 14 March, Saturday 21 March & Sunday 29 March 
2pm – 5pm | £18 per session
Ever wondered what it takes to become a writer? All you really need 
is an interest in the written word and some time to devote to it. This 
session will help you to start your own writing journey and show you 
how to keep going. 

PAINTING A PICTURE: POETRY IN RESPONSE 
TO ART 
John MacKay, University of Glasgow
Sunday 15 March | 2pm – 4pm | £18
Ekphrastic poetry – pieces written in response to works of art, 
including paintings, photographs, sculptures and installations. This 
seminar will give you the opportunity to examine notable poems and 
the artworks that have inspired them, before trying out some of the 
di!erent approaches and techniques in your own writing.

WRITING FOR CHILDREN OR YOUNG ADULTS 
(MIDDLE GRADE & YA) WITH LINDA STRACHAN
Sunday 15 March | 4.30pm – 6.30pm | £18
Writing novels for children and young adults requires an 
understanding of your young audience and what publishers are 
looking for. Linda Strachan, author of the Writers & Artists Guide to 
Writing for Children and YA, will guide you to discover what age group 
an idea is best suited for and how to grab your reader’s attention. 

RESEARCH FOR WRITERS  
Ronnie Scott BA, M Phil PhD, University of Strathclyde 
Thursday 19 March | 10am – 12pm | £18
Research is an essential skill for all writers, whether you are 
composing history or biography, chick lit or Tartan Noir. These lively 
workshops will show you how to carry out research and to find the 
inspiration and information you need, in the Mitchell collections and 
online. 

THE WORD ON THE STREET (GUIDED WALK) 
Ronnie Scott BA, M Phil PhD, University of Strathclyde
Thursday 19 March | 1pm – 3pm | £18
Walk begins at The Glasgow Room, Mitchell Library
From Walter Scott to Denise Mina, and from Daniel Defoe to 
Thomas De Quincey, writers of all stripes have celebrated the streets 
of Glasgow. Follow their inky footsteps on this guided walk and see 
how the personality of the city is reflected in prose and poetry. 

CREATING SUSPENSE AND NARRATIVE 
TENSION IN FICTION 
Pamela Ross, University of Glasgow
Thursday 19 March | 3pm – 5pm | £18
Creating suspense is an essential part of good fiction but in practice 
it can be di#cult to create tension in a short story or novel. In this 
session we will look at examples of narrative tension and through 
writing exercises we will develop these aspects of our own writing.

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT POINT OF VIEW
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Thursday 19 March | 6pm – 8pm | £18
An understanding of ‘point of view’ is a key writing skill, but it is o"en 
misunderstood. This seminar will explain the di!erent perspectives 
you can employ in your writing and introduce key skills in using them 
e!ectively to help your stories make the best impression on your readers. 

GOOD BEGINNINGS: HOW TO GRAB THE 
READER’S ATTENTION FROM THE FIRST LINE
Cathy McSporran, University of Glasgow
Friday 20 March | 3pm – 5pm | £18
The opening words of a novel or short story should catch the 
reader’s attention right from the word go. This friendly and informal 
workshop shows you how to write an opening paragraph that will 
make it impossible not to keep reading. 

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU NEED 
TO KNOW ABOUT DIALOGUE 
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Friday 20 March | 6pm – 8pm | £18
Whether you’re working on fiction or non-fiction, dialogue is an 
essential tool in bringing your writing to life. In this interactive 
workshop, learn the basics about creating convincing dialogue and 
where to use it to its best advantage. 
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HOW TO THINK WHEN YOU MAKE COMICS! 
A COMIC BOOK MASTERCLASS
Saturday 21 March | 11am – 12pm | FREE
Creators of YA graphic novel series Plagued, Gary Chudleigh and 
Tanya Roberts deliver a 1 hour fast paced masterclass in techniques 
of how to think when creating characters, writing techniques, 
drawing skill basics and how to make your one page story. Setting 
realistic goals for new makers and planting seeds for their new 
ideas. This event is free but ticketed, e-mail ayewrite@glasgowlife.
org.uk with the subject line ‘Comic Book Masterclass’ to reserve a 
place. Ages 12+.

LIFE WRITING 
Chris Dolan, University of Glasgow
Sunday 22 March | 1pm – 3pm | £18
Chris travelled across Spain last year, repeating a (failed!) trip when 
he was 16, following the footsteps of earlier writer/travellers, Gerald 
Brenan in 1919, Laurie Lee 1935/6, and others. Chris is now writing 
a book – Everything Passes and Everything Stays (Journeys through 
Spain, Song and Memory). We’ll discuss how to record the moment 
and how to write it, with extracts from British and Spanish authors, 
and song lyrics from Machado’s Cantares to Chirpy Chirpy Cheep 
Cheep!

SONGWRITING WORKSHOP 
Jim McCulloch , University of Glasgow
Sunday 22 March | 4pm – 6pm | £18
This workshop aims to develop songwriting skills and techniques, 
with an emphasis on creative lyric writing. Discussion of students’ 
songwriting will be at the centre of the workshop and will build upon 
structural analysis of the lyrics in well-known songs.
Jim McCulloch is a professional musician and published songwriter 
who has a Masters Degree in Songwriting and Music. 

THE BACK PAGE IN THE DIGITAL AGE 
Michael McEwan, University of Glasgow
Tuesday 24 March | 5pm – 7pm | £18
To what extent have blogs, social media and other forms of 
multimedia overtaken print reporting? Are journalists still the 
best source of information on the latest sporting trends and 
developments? Michael McEwan, a sports-writer and best-selling 
author, analyses all these points and asks: has the final whistle blown 
on traditional ways of consuming sports content?  This session will 
include advice on how to become a top sports-writer and will arm 
attendees with the tools they need to succeed in the industry – 
whether online or in print.

WRITING TELEVISION DRAMA 
Wednesday 25 March | 10am – 11.30am | £18
Learn how to write for TV drama with Ann Marie di Mambro, one 
of the UK’s most experienced and celebrated TV drama writers, 
together with Chris Dolan, writer for TV, stage and page, and 
Programme Leader of Glasgow Caledonian University’s Masters 
degree in television scriptwriting.

RADIO DRAMA MASTERCLASS
Wednesday 25 March | 12.30pm – 2pm | £18
Learn skills and tricks of the trade for writing radio drama with Bruce 
Young, BBC Scotland’s Head of Radio Drama, and Chris Dolan 
award-winning author, screen and radio drama writer. 

START WRITING YOUR LIFE STORY 
Ronnie Scott BA, M Phil PhD, University of Strathclyde
Thursday 26 March | 10am  – 12pm | £18
You’ve had an interesting life, and you’ve always fancied writing 
about it. We’ll look at structuring your story, putting life events in 
context, researching the background to your life, and how you 
might make your work public.

LEARNING TO READ THE CITY (GUIDED WALK) 
Ronnie Scott BA, M Phil PhD, University of Strathclyde
Thursday 26 March | 1pm – 3pm | £18
Walk begins at The Glasgow Room, Mitchell Library
Glasgow is a long-established settlement, with layer upon layer 
of history and meaning below the surface of the modern city. We 
look over the overlooked, focus on the forgotten, and make our 
own meanings from the fragments and phantoms of the past. This 
slow-paced walk digs through the layers, and unearths the relics and 
reminders of other Glasgow’s. Dress for the weather!

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT STORY AND PLOT 
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Thursday 26 March | 6pm – 8pm | £18
Every reader wants a good story and providing one is the objective 
of every writer. This interactive workshop delivered by the University 
of Strathclyde looks at ways of building stories that satisfy and 
entertain, from developing an initial idea through to creating a 
coherent, persuasive and compelling plot.

“THE SQUARE MILE OF MURDER” (GUIDED WALK) 
Ronnie Scott BA MPhil PhD, University of Strathclyde  
Fri 27 March | 10am – 12pm | £18
Walk begins at The Glasgow Room, Mitchell Library
Follow in the bloody footsteps of Jack House’s 1961-crime classic 
with this guided walk around the key locations of four celebrated 
murder cases, all within a mile of Charing Cross. Madeline Smith 
and Oscar Slater may be better known than Jessie McLachlan and 
Dr Edward Pritchard, but the sensational trials of all four shocked 
Victorian and Edwardian Glasgow, and their stories are still told and 
debated even today. This walk will provide plenty of inspiration for 
aspiring crime writers. Dress for the weather!

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT REVISION AND EDITING 
David Pettigrew BA MPhil, University of Strathclyde
Fri 27 March 6pm – 8pm | Mitchell Library | £18
It’s o"en said that it’s not the writing that a reader sees on the 
page of a novel or short story – it’s the rewriting. This interactive 
workshop covers the basics of dra"ing and editing, looking at 
common mistakes and introducing the skills needed to refine a 
piece of writing so that it reaches its full potential. 

FINDING YOUR VOICE  
Cathy Rentzenbrink and Nina Stibbe
Sat 28 March | 2pm – 3.30pm | Mitchell Library | £18
A strong voice is essential for writing memoir but how do you find 
yours? In this Memoir Writing Masterclass bestselling authors 
Cathy Rentzenbrink and Nina Stibbe come together to discuss this 
central aspect: How to find your voice and how to nurture it. Expect 
anecdotes, tips, tricks and exercises. 
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KATHLEEN JAMIE AND JAMES ROBERTSON
The Tannahill Conversation
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

In Surfacing, her luminous new essay collection, acclaimed author 
Kathleen Jamie (Sightlines, Findings) visits archeological sites and 
mines her own memories – of her grandparents, of youthful travels 
– to explore what surfaces and what reconnects us to our past. In 
conversation with the novelist James Robertson (author of Joseph 
Knight and As the Land Lay Still), and supported by The Tannahill 
Fund at the University of Glasgow, she will o!er a profound sense of 
time passing and an antidote to all that is instant, ephemeral, unrooted.

ELLIE HARRISON AND MARY O’HARA
Toxic Inequalities in Glasgow and Beyond 
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

What does it mean to be poor in Britain and America? For decades 
the primary narrative about poverty in these wealthy nations is that 
it is caused by personal flaws or bad life decisions rather than policy 
choices or economic inequality. Trying to answer this question (and 
many others) are award-winning journalist Mary O’Hara, and artist 
Ellie Harrison. Mary’s book The Shame Game, asks how we can 
overturn this fundamentally pernicious portrayal once and for all 
and Ellie’s year-long experiment living a low-carbon life in a post-
industrial, and staggeringly unequal Glasgow is documented in The 
Glasgow E!ect: A Tale of Class, Capitalism and Carbon Footprint.

GRAEME ARMSTRONG AND BEN HALLS                    
The Young Team and the Quarry Lane Estate 
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £6

Graeme Armstrong is from Airdrie. Inspired by the gang 
experiences of his youth, The Young Team is an energetic novel, 
full of the loyalty, laughs, mischief, boredom, violence and threat of 
life on those streets. It looks beyond the tabloid stereotypes to tell a 
powerful story about the realities of life for young people in Britain 
today. In the interconnected stories in The Quarry by Ben Halls we 
meet the men living on the Quarry Lane estate. These are men at 
work, at the pub, at home, with their families, lovers and friends, 
grappling with addiction, sexuality and the corrosive e!ects of toxic 
masculinity.

IAIN MALONEY                                            
The Only Gaijin in the Village
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

In 2016 Iain Maloney and his Japanese wife Minori moved to a 
village in rural Japan. This is the story of his attempt to fit in, be 
accepted and fulfil his duties as a member of the community, 
despite being the only foreigner in the village. Told with self-
deprecating humour, this memoir gives a fascinating insight into 
a side of Japan rarely seen and a#rms the positive benefits of 
immigration for the individual and the community. It’s not always 
easy being the only gaijin in the village.

SIR OLIVER LETWIN
Technology and the 
Threat of Disaster
Mitchell Library  
7.45pm – 8.45pm | £12

As the world becomes better connected and we grow dependent 
on technology, the risks to our infrastructure are multiplying. 
Whether it’s a hostile state striking the national grid or a freak solar 
storm, our systems have become so interlinked that if one part 
goes down the rest topple like dominoes. In Apocalypse How, 
former government minister Oliver Letwin looks ten years into the 
future and imagines the national grid collapsing, robbing us of our 
electric cars, GPS, and the internet of things. His book outlines how 
businesses and government should respond to these catastrophic 
events that seem distant and implausible – until they occur. Chaired 
by Ruth Wishart.

SPONSORED BY TURCAN CONNELL
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ZORAN NIKOLIC
The Atlas of Unusual Borders
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

The world is not always what we think it is. This beautifully designed 
book presents unusual borders, enclaves and divided cities and 
islands. Remnants of countries can by design or accident be le" 
behind as a legal anomaly in this complex world. From a tiny Turkish 
enclave within Syria and an island which for half a year belongs to 
the Spanish and half to the French, to the town where the boundary 
line runs along the centre of the main street, so that the houses on 
one side of the street are in Canada and on the other in the US.

ANDREW GREIG & CHRIS AGEE
Green Visions – part of Crossways 2020
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £6

Two writers celebrated for depictions of the natural world come 
together for a unique reading in the shadow of the mounting 
ecological crisis. Greig will read from his Scottish classic At the 
Loch of the Green Corrie and other prose. Agee will read from Blue 
Sandbar Moon, whose poems and prose are set in Ireland, Scotland 
and the Adriatic.
The third annual “Crossways: The Irish Scottish Cultural & Literary 
Festival” takes place in the Merchant City, Glasgow, 13–17 May 
2020. It is funded by the journal Irish Pages, Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
Comcille, and Ireland’s Department of Foreign A!airs. Full 
programme: www.irishpages.org

FRIDAY 13TH MARCH

BEN STEWART AND OLIVER KNOWLES
Led By Donkeys
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Seeking to highlight the hypocrisy of our politicians on Brexit four 
friends armed with nothing more than ladders, roller brushes and 
a treasure trove of damning statements from our leaders slapped 
up the politicians’ biggest lies on billboards around the country, 
including here in Glasgow. This nationwide guerrilla advertising 
campaign wasn’t easy, and although the government have crossed 
the first hurdle, Brexit is far from done and ‘Led By Donkeys’ will 
continue to compare the promises that have been made with the 
damning reality. Two of the team will present an illustrated talk 
based on their book.

BRUCE DOWNIE AND PAULA LARKIN
Govanhill’s Built Heritage
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Loved and Lost is a journey through the ever-changing landscape 
of Govanhill. Explore the buildings, streets and places of Govanhill 
through the decades. From steamies to cinemas, shops to churches, 
they have all shaped the working, social and domestic lives of those 
who feel lived here. Extensively researched, and featuring firsthand 
accounts from locals, this book provides a detailed study of the 
history of key buildings in Govanhill and their legacies, whether they 
still stand in stone or memory alone.

Creative Writing Club 
of the University of 
Strathclyde
THERESA BRESLIN 
WITH BERNARD 
PONSONBY
Mitchell Library 
7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Theresa Breslin O.B.E. will provide an insight into her writing world, 
the inspiration and discipline in achieving her success. A multi-
award-winning Scottish writer with titles covering every age range, 
she will talk about her cra" in conversation with television journalist 
Bernard Ponsonby. The Creative Writing Club of the University 
of Strathclyde, Learning in Later Life Students Association invites 
you to share this experience, with ‘an outstanding writer’ The 
Independent.



THOMAS WATERS
A History of Witchcra" in Modern Times
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

In our age of technology, it is easy to imagine that witchcra" and 
black magic are dead. Yet, over recent centuries these dark ideas 
have persisted, changed, and returned. From the rural world of 
Georgian Britain, through the territories of the British Empire, to the 
multicultural present day, Thomas Waters explores the enduring 
power of primeval fears. In his book, Cursed Britain, He shows 
how witchcra" has become as diverse as modern Britain itself, and 
reveals why it is currently on the rise.

BERNARD MACLAVERTY, JANICE GALLOWAY, 
ALAN SPENCE, SORCHA DALLAS, LOUISE WELSH 
WITH RODGE GLASS
Remembering Alasdair
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7.15pm | FREE 
This event is free but ticketed on a first come basis, email ayewrite@
glasgowlife.org.uk with subject line ‘Alasdair Gray’ to book. 

Alasdair Gray spent seven decades making imagined things. From 
murals to portraits, novels to plays, landscapes to poems, stories and 
polemics, his work across space and form has had a trans-formative 
e!ect on Scottish culture and especially the city of Glasgow. On 
29th December 2019, Alasdair passed away. He was to appear with 
his biographer, Rodge Glass, at Aye Write to discuss his new book, 
Purgatory. Instead, this special free event curated by Glass brings 
together those who knew him to pay tribute to the man and read 
from his work. Featuring Bernard MacLaverty, Alan Spence, Janice 
Galloway, Sorcha Dallas, Alan Bissett and more.

SPONSORED BY NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND

STUART COSGROVE WITH RECOLLECTIVE
Barrowland Ballads
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Behind the blinking neon, at the very back of backstage, the artists 
of Recollective (Chris Leslie, Alison Irvine and Mitch Miller) spoke 
to musicians, stewards, cleaners, bar tenders, cloakroom sta! and 
music fans (virgins and veterans) to capture the sweat-drenched 
untold stories and electric atmosphere of one of Glasgow’s 
most beloved institutions, the iconic Barrowland Ballroom. Join 
broadcaster and music obsessive, Stuart Cosgrove who’ll be in 
conversation with the artists about their year-long project and the 
resulting book.

CHRISTOS TSIOLKAS
Damascus
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

From the international best-selling author of The Slap (long-listed 
for the Man Booker prize) and Barracuda, Christos Tsiolkas, comes 
a stunning new novel. Damascus is a work of immense power 
and epic scope, taking as its subject nothing less than events 
surrounding the birth and establishment of the Christian church. 
Based around the gospels and letters of St Paul, Damascus explores 
the themes that have obsessed Tsiolkas as a writer: class, religion, 
masculinity, patriarchy, colonisation and refugees. It is a novel 
of immense power and an unflinching dissection of doubt, faith, 
cruelty and sacrifice. Chaired by Alan Bissett.

FRIDAY 13TH MARCH
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Songs from the Last Page is a musical celebration of endings – the 
most beautiful last lines of your favourite books. Songwriter and 
composer, Gareth Williams, will be taking your suggestions and 
requests on Twitter (Tweet him @gareth_composer ) and turning 
them into an evening of brand new songs. He’ll be at the piano, and 
joined by Stewart Webster on violin and Justyna Jablonska on cello 
for this very special event.

GARETH WILLIAMS  
Songs From the Last 
Page 
Mitchell Library  
7.45pm – 8.45pm  
£10
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DONALD MEEK WITH ANNELLA MACLEOD         
Seòl Mo Bheatha
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £6

Donald Meek’s autobiography Seòl Mo Bheatha gives fascinating 
snapshots of his childhood on the island of Tiree, immersed 
in Gaelic language and culture. In conversation with Annella 
MacLeod, he will also discuss his later life as an academic fighting 
tirelessly to protect his mother tongue.
Bheir an eachdraidh-beatha aig an Ollamh Dòmhnall Meek, 
Seòl mo Bheatha, seallaidhean iongantach air a leanabachd ann 
an Tioradh, is e ga bhogadh sa Ghàidhlig. Ann an còmhradh le 
An-nella NicLeòid, bruidhnidh e cuideachd air a bheatha mar 
acadaimigeach a’ strì gun sguir gus cainnt a mhàthar a dhìon.

FRIDAY 13TH MARCH SATURDAY 14TH MARCH

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH

NED PALMER
A Cheesemonger’s History of The British Isles
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Every cheese tells a story. Whether it’s a fresh young goat’s cheese 
or a beefy eighteen-month-old Cheddar, each variety holds within 
it, the history of the people who made it.
Cheesemonger Ned Palmer takes us on a delicious journey across 
Britain and through time to uncover the histories of old favourites 
like Cheddar and Wensleydale and innovations like the Irish Cashel 
Blue. Along the way we’ll learn about the cra" and culture of 
cheesemaking from the eccentric and engaging characters who 
have revived and reinvented farmhouse and artisan traditions in a 
book which is a celebration of history, innovation and taste.

AMBROSE PARRY AND JESS KIDD          
The Dark Side of Victorian Medicine
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Both of these books will take you back in time and into the murky 
world of medicine. Husband and wife team Chris Brookmyre 
and Marisa Haetzman, writing as Ambrose Parry have delivered 
their second novel The Art of Dying. Medical student Will Raven 
and former housemaid Sarah Fisher are once again plunged into 
Edinburgh’s deadliest streets to discover the unthinkable cause of 
multiple deaths in the city. Jess Kidd’s Things in Jars enters a world of 
fanatical anatomists, crooked surgeons and mercenary showmen to 
explore what it is to be human in inhumane times.

DR GREGORY J KENICER
Scottish Plant Lore
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Dr Gregory Kenicer has spent 20 years at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, both as a student and botanist. His book Scottish Plant 
Lore is devoted to the history of the folk uses of Scotland’s flora 
through the centuries. From the perennial ling heather which was 
used to make a traditional beer, to the leaves of the deciduous bog 
myrtle which are used as a flavouring in soups and stews and also, as 
a midge repellent. Dr Kenicer will give an illustrated talk using both 
botanical art and photographs from the RBGE Herbarium providing 
an expert guide to the rich and surprising folklore of Scotland’s 
plants.



POLLY TOYNBEE AND DAVID WALKER
The Lost Decade: 2010–2020
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

The ten years from 2010 have been devastating. A decade of 
austerity and paralysis nurtured contempt for leaders, institutions 
and fellow citizens and fertilised the ground for a rebellious 
Brexit. It has been a decade characterised by national tragedies 
from Grenfell to Windrush, and food banks to the property crisis, 
culminating in the unexpected result of the general election in 
December. In The Lost Decade, Polly Toynbee and David Walker 
o!er the definitive survey of this most tumultuous of periods in 
British history and look to what lies ahead for us. This is the anatomy 
of a dark decade, bringing hope for better to come. Chaired by Neil 
MacKay.

LUCY JONES AND ALICE VINCENT
Rewilding Our Lives and Our Minds
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Today many of us live indoor lives, disconnected from the natural 
world as never before. And yet nature remains deeply ingrained in 
our language, culture and consciousness. In Losing Eden, acclaimed 
journalist, Lucy Jones explores how and why connecting with the 
living world can so drastically a!ect our health. When she was a 
girl, Alice Vincent loved her grandfather’s garden – the freedom, 
the calm, the beauty of it. Mixing memoir, botanical history and 
biography, her book Rootbound examines how bringing a little bit of 
the outside in can help us find our feet in a world spinning far too fast.

ANNA DEACON AND VICKY ALLAN
Taking the Plunge
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Wild swimming changes lives. The thrill of plunging – or dipping 
a toe – into open water brings joy, confidence, adventure and 
friendship. It can wash away stress and sadness, pain and grief. 
Anna and Vicky’s book is full of life-a#rming personal stories 
and breath-taking images of scenery and swimmers, Taking the 
Plunge celebrates the remarkable wild swimming community. With 
practical advice on how wild swimming works – from what you’ll 
need, to where the best rivers, oceans, lochs, lakes are to go – 
there’s never been a better time to take the plunge.

RACHEL ANN CULLEN AND HELEN MOAT
The Mid-Life Cyclists
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Both of these authors have found salvation in cycling. In A Time of 
Birds, Helen Moat set herself the challenge of an epic cycle ride 
across Europe. Crossing a continent shaped by war and peace, 
peoples divided and reunited, Helen reflects on her own upbringing 
during Northern Ireland’s troubles. In Rachel Ann Cullen’s A Midlife 
Cyclist, she writes candidly about her need to find a di!erent way to 
kick her mental health demons, it is a tale of two wheels – across the 
Yorkshire Dales, Vietnam, Costa Rica and beyond – and a rider in 
search of peace.

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH

BOOK TICKETS AT AYEWRITE.COM  

�������� ���������	�	

	
�� 
���������

���� �	�



����� ���������

������ ��	��

������ ������������������� �

������������ !"��#$��$"�

�	����������� �%������&�'�($%�"�')�#�"*��

�			�+�,(-./0

1"�$���2%%&�%�3���"��%%�%

,4##0

5�"&������5&��"�

�"��'�6"'�������7�8�9$7����������������

��������������� �!���"�����"������#�������������

��������	
����
���
���
�����	
����
�������
��

���
������������	��������
���
���

���	��������
������
��
���
�����
����	
�	
���$

�����������������������������"��������������$

������%��!�������������������������������

��������������������"������������"�&�����

�&�������������'���������������$

	��(���������� #��7�-��'

��������� .�&����!$�"��

6���."%��8���7�
)*+*,)*)*#�����%����-����'�����"��������

��������������.�������%��!�

5���&��"�$���$9��%&�9�'�":��		;�	)�<����<����<�"�=��<���

<�����$=������7�<���>%���?��:"��-�$��$��

�������������"���)*+*����������������������$�'���������"��������������&�������

�������������&��"��������#������������������"���� �����/��������"������������

������"�������������������$�	�������������������������������������������

���������"���0��"�������%������#�����"�������!���������&�&���������$

���#����'����
���������#�1����2���������������"����������������2$��������"��

&�������"�����������������������$��������&����������������������"���� ����

�����#��� �����������#���������������"��������������������������������

������������������������&����� ��������������� ����������&�����"�����$

	��	
������������#�������������������������%��!���""��������"���������������"

����������������������"�&������������������������������!���� ���������������"����$

���������������������"�����!�������#�����������&��"���������������$

15. 1��@2!61

�����9��%"�:���%"�7�����"�$�%�":�8$%*�*����7����7�A��":���*��"�B%��"&��

6�$%�$%��"��'���7�8�9$7>%�*"%���*�$�$"&%��""��'���:"��C&��7$���#��������7���%��"����$����"��

�"���=�=�����$���?$%�$�=�:��%���7��"�������<������'"�7�$��"�����<$7���%"�$����$%�"�'�*������

�&��$���$"��<$���������"*���$�7��'�����?���%$9���&��"���"&��

3&������+4���������)*+5


�����6""���7��������.�����#�����������(����#�89�88�0����:�������
����#�-�����#�%�+��;�'#
3�	����<	�0�6=�

6��)���>99�?*@�)*�85)8�;A**

 *�$�)����!�����B"���$��$�!

 ?�"���6��)���>99�?*@�)*�85)8�;A**

 ?�"��� *�$�)�����&�������B"���$��$�!

6������7��� 0�
#������:���#�0������#�-����������#

�0;+�8CD

6��)���>99�?*@�+)*E�)44E8A

2�������$"���

6��)���

>99�?*@�+)*E�)44E99

 *�$�)��������B�������$��$�!

 ?�"��� *�$�)�����&��B�������$��$�!

Race is real because we perceive it. Racism is real because we enact 
it. But the appeal to science to strengthen racist ideologies is on 
the rise – and increasingly part of the public discourse on politics, 
migration, education, sport and intelligence. Stereotypes and myths 
about race are expressed not just by overt racists, but also by well-
intentioned people whose experience and cultural baggage steers 
them towards views that are not supported by the modern study of 
human genetics. We’re very pleased to welcome back geneticist 
and Radio 4 presenter Adam Rutherford to discuss his latest book.

ADAM RUTHERFORD
How to Argue with a Racist
Mitchell Library 
1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10
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CLAUDIA HAMMOND
The Art of Rest
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Today busyness has become a badge of honour. We want to 
say we’re busy, yet at the same time we feel exhausted. The Art 
of Rest draws on ground-breaking research Claudia Hammond 
collaborated on – ‘The Rest Test’ – the largest global survey into rest 
ever undertaken, which was completed by 18,000 people across 
135 di!erent countries. Much of value has been written about 
sleep, but rest is di!erent; it is how we unwind, calm our minds and 
recharge our bodies. And, as the survey revealed, how much rest 
you get is directly linked to your sense of well-being. Chaired by 
Clare English.

PETER BRADSHAW
The Films that Made Me
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Peter Bradshaw is the film reviewer for intelligent, curious filmgoers. 
A true journalist who understands what his readers want to know, 
his reviews over the past 20 years for The Guardian carry his deep 
experience, knowledge and understanding of film lightly. The Films 
That Made Me allows Peter Bradshaw to share his knowledge and 
guidance directly with readers. Reviews are the substance of this 
book, and each section begins with an introductory article from the 
author. Peter’s reviews range from the insightful and introspective 
to the savage and funny. A must-read for all film fans. Chaired by 
Alistair Braidwood.

MARTIN MACINNES AND CHRIS BECKETT
A Pair of Vivid, Visionary Novels
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

In Gathering Evidence by Martin MacInness, the world is heating 
up, species are dying out, Shel Murray, a primate researcher and 
her partner, John, a so"ware engineer, must confront the threat they 
face. And a surprise event means that they have never had so much 
to lose as they have right now.
In Chris Beckett’s Beneath the World, A Sea, Ben Ronson, a British 
police o#cer, arrives in a mysterious forest to investigate a spate 
of killings of the silent, vaguely humanoid Duendes. It is a deeply 
searching and unsettling novel about the human subconscious, and 
all that lies beneath. Chaired by Matthew Keeley.

BRIAN BILSTON
Diary of a Somebody
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Part tender love story, part murder mystery, part hilarious description 
of a wasted life, and interspersed with some of the funniest poems 
about the mundane and the profound, Diary of a Somebody is a 
stunningly original novel from Twitter sensation, Brian Bilston.
It’s January 1st and Brian has resolved that every day for a year, 
he will write a poem. Brian’s life certainly needs improving. His 
ex-wife has taken up with a new man, he seems to constantly 
disappoint his long-su!ering son, and at work he is drowning in a 
sea of spreadsheets. Will poetry be his salvation? Chaired by Zoe 
Venditozzi.

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH

Based on years of archival research and on interviews with hundreds 
of Warhol’s surviving friends, lovers and enemies, Blake Gopnik’s 
definitive biography traces the artist’s path from his origins as 
the impoverished son of Eastern European immigrants in 1930s 
Pittsburgh, through his early success as a commercial illustrator 
and his groundbreaking pivot into fine art, to the society portraiture 
and popular celebrity of the 70s and 80s. Coinciding with a 
major retrospective at the Tate Modern, this is a fresh look at the 
extraordinary life and work of the pop art superstar. Chaired by 
Russell Martin.

BLAKE GOPNIK
Warhol: A Life as Art
Mitchell Library
4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10



HANNA JAMESON AND WILL CARVER
Profoundly Original Thrillers
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

In Hanna Jameson’s best-selling The Last twenty people are locked 
in a Swiss hotel a"er a nuclear explosion. Far from the nearest city 
and walled in by towering trees, they wait until the body of a young 
girl is found. It’s clear she has been murdered. Which means that 
someone in the hotel is a killer. In Will Carver’s Nothing Important 
Happened Today nine people arrive one night on a bridge. They’ve 
never met. But at the same time, they run, and leap to their deaths.
It’s a shocking, mesmerisingly original and pitch-black thriller, 

SHAUN BYTHELL
Confessions of a Bookseller
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Shaun Bythell is the owner of The Bookshop in Wigtown. With more 
than a mile of shelving, real log fires in the shop and the sea lapping 
nearby, the shop should be an idyll for bookworms.Unfortunately, 
Shaun also has to contend with bizarre requests from people 
who don’t understand what a shop is, home invasions during the 
Wigtown Book Festival and Granny, his neurotic Italian assistant. 
Sardonic and sympathetic in equal measure (and soon to be a major 
TV series), Confessions of a Bookseller will reunite readers with the 
characters they’ve come to know and love.

TOM ROBERTS
The Making of Murdoch
Mitchell Library | 6.15pm – 7.30pm | £10

Rupert Murdoch’s extraordinary career has no parallel. His control 
of Fox news, which so successfully supports the Trump presidency, 
is a key force in American politics. In the UK, his control of The Sun 
and The Times leaves politicians scrambling to get him onside. But 
what do we know about the man himself? This book looks closely 
at the Murdochs, focusing on Rupert’s father Keith, who built the 
family’s media power and cultivated the anti-establishment instincts 
that his son Rupert is known for. Roberts traces the life of the 
Murdochs and assesses its impact on the media that influences our 
politics today. Chaired by Mike Wade of The Times Scotland.

This event will be followed immediately by the awarding of the 
2020 Ian Bell Prizes.

DR SUZI GAGE
Say Why to Drugs
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Drugs. We’ve all done them. Whether it’s a cup of co!ee or a 
glass of wine, a cigarette or a sleeping pill. But how well do we 
understand the e!ects of the drugs we take – legal or illegal? 
Say Why to Drugs investigates the science behind recreational 
drugs – debunking common myths and misconceptions, as well as 
containing the most recent scientific research. Looking at a range of 
drugs, this book provides a clear understanding of how drugs work 
and what they’re really do Dr Suzi Gage is the creator of the top-
rated podcast, Say Why to Drugs.

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH

BERNARDINE 
EVARISTO
Winner of The Booker 
Prize for Girl, Woman, 
Other
Mitchell Library 
4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10
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This is Britain as you’ve never seen it. This is Britain as it has never 
been told. From Newcastle to Cornwall, from the birth of the 
twentieth century to the teens of the twenty-first, Girl, Woman, 
Other follows a cast of twelve characters on their personal journeys 
through this country and the last hundred years. They’re each 
looking for something – a shared past, an unexpected future, a 
place to call home, somewhere to fit in, a lover, a missed mother, 
a lost father, even just a touch of hope. Chaired by Mairi Kidd of 
Creative Scotland.
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KATE CLANCHY
Some Kids I Taught and What They Taught Me
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Kate Clanchy wants to change the world and thinks school is an 
excellent place to do it. She invites you to meet some of the kids 
she has taught in her thirty-year career. Join her as she explains 
everything about sex to a classroom of thirteen-year-olds. As she 
works in the school ‘Inclusion Unit’, trying to improve the fortunes of 
kids excluded from regular lessons because of their terrifying power 
to end learning in an instant. Or as she nurtures her multicultural 
poetry group, full of migrants and refugees, watches them find their 
voice and produce work of heartbreaking brilliance.

SPONSORED BY RATHBONES

DYLAN JONES
The Wichita Lineman
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Written in 1968 by Jimmy Webb, Wichita Lineman is the first 
philosophical country song: a heartbreaking torch ballad still 
celebrated for its mercurial songwriting genius fi"y years later. It was 
recorded by Glen Campbell with a legendary group of musicians 
known as ‘The Wrecking Crew’, and something about the song’s 
enigmatic mood seemed to capture the tensions in America at a 
moment of crisis. Mixing close-listening, interviews and travelogue, 
the legendary editor of GQ magazine, Dylan Jones explores the 
legacy of a record that has entertained and haunted millions for 
over half a century.

BILL DRUMMOND, HOLLIE MCNISH, 
KIRSTY LOGAN, WILLIAM LETFORD  KEVIN 
WILLIAMSON, MICHAEL PEDERSEN AND 
VICTORIA MCNULTY
Neu! Reekie! A"er Curfew – The Send o!
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Rumour has it Aye Write will host the final live outing for Neu! 
Reekie!’s A"er Curfew.
Leading the charge at this event, artist/provocateur Bill Drummond 
— the keeper of The Curfew Tower. The book features 12 writers 
who visited The Curfew Tower in Cushendall as part of the Neu! 
Reekie! Residencies and contains new work by these writers and 
a preface and post-script by Bill Drummond. A"er Curfew is  a 
hardback beauty,  part of a limited run and not currently available 
online or in any book shops – it will be available at this event directly 
from Bill & Neu! Reekie!

SAMANTHA CLARK & CATRINA DAVIES
Reflections on the House and the Home 
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Samantha Clark enjoyed a career as an artist before returning home 
to Glasgow to take care of her parent’s house. Reflecting on her 
mother’s years of mental illness and her father’s retreat to the world 
of amateur radio and model planes, Clearing is a contemplation 
of her inheritance. Aged thirty-one, Catrina Davies was renting a 
box-room in a house in Bristol, but was homesick for the landscape 
of her childhood in Cornwall. Homesick is the story of a personal 
housing crisis and a grappling with class, economics, mental health 
and nature. It shows what it means to feel at home.

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH

From Harold Wilson to Boris Johnson, Steve Richards will brilliantly 
bring to life all ten inhabitants of 10 Downing Street over the past 
fi"y years, vividly outlining their successes and failures – and what 
made each of them special. Based on unprecedented access and 
in-depth interviews, and inspired by the author’s BBC Radio 4 and 
television series, Richards expertly examines the men and women 
who have defined the UK’s role in the modern world and sheds new 
light on the demands of the highest public o#ce in the land.

STEVE RICHARDS
The Prime Ministers
Mitchell Library 
8pm – 9pm | £12



FERLIE LEED FEATURING TAM DEAN BURN 
Edwin Morgan – The Rhymer on his Hoalidays
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

The Scottish band Ferlie Leed celebrate the centenary of Edwin 
Morgan’s birth with an exuberant selection of his work as a 
translator. Although Morgan was well known as a poet in his 
own right, he had a vigorous career as a translator of poets from 
across Europe. Ferlie Leed have composed and developed songs 
and vocal readings of Edwin Morgan’s translations, featuring 
performances by Tam Dean Burn and other members of the group. 
This is an opportunity to hear some of Scotland’s leading performers 
in a dramatic, passionate and humorous blend of speech and 
musical performance.

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH
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PRUE LEITH AND PETA LEITH
The Vegetarian Kitchen
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £12

This gorgeous cookbook features one hundred delicious, 
heartwarming vegetarian and vegan recipes from Bake O! judge 
and the founder of Leith’s School of Food and Wine, Prue Leith, 
and her niece Peta Leith, a former pastry sous chef at The Ivy and a 
lifelong vegetarian. We all need easy comfort foods – whether on 
busy weeknights or drawn-out Sunday lunches. This book contains 
nourishing, refreshing, joyful main meals, many of which are vegan, 
and all of which bring their combined wealth of cookery knowledge 
to your kitchen.

DR RACHEL CLARKE AND JANIE BROWN
Compassion at the End of Life
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

A specialist in palliative medicine, and the bestselling author of Your 
Life in My Hands, Dr Rachel Clarke tries to bring care and comfort 
to those reaching the end of their lives. Dear Life is a book about 
the vital importance of human connection. It is a love letter – to a 
father, to a profession, to life itself. In Radical Acts of Love, Janie 
Brown, oncology nurse of thirty years and counsellor of cancer 
patients with terminal diagnoses, recounts twenty conversations she 
has had with the dying; including those personally close to her. Each 
conversation uncovers a di!erent perspective on death.

KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE, ELIZABETH 
MACNEAL AND MENNA VAN PRAGG
A Trio of Powerful, Bewitching novels
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Inspired by the Vardø storm and the 1621 witch trials, Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave’s The Mercies is a story about how suspicion can twist its 
way through a community, and a love that may prove as dangerous 
as it is powerful. The Doll Factory by Elizabeth Macneal is the 
intoxicating story of a young artist, and the man whose obsession 
may destroy her world. Menna Van Pragg’s The Sisters Grimm is the 
story of four daughters born to di!erent mothers on the same day. 
Having been separated, it is imperative that they find each other 
once again.
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ALISTAIR MOFFAT
A Journey to Lindisfarne
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

In To the Island of Tides, Alistair Mo!at travels to - and through 
the history of – the fated island of Lindisfarne. Walking from his 
home in the Borders, through the historical landscape of Scotland 
and northern England, he takes us on a pilgrimage in the footsteps 
of saints and scholars, before arriving for a secular retreat on the 
Holy Isle. His book is a meditation on the power of place, but also a 
more personal journey; a chance for a personal stock-taking and a 
reflection on where life leads us. Chaired by Susan Mansfield.

ANDREW MEEHAN AND AJAY CLOSE
The Mystery of Marriage
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

In Andrew Meehan’s The Mystery of Love, Constance Wilde’s 
marriage has ended. Oscar is in prison and she has fled to Italy with 
their children to escape London gossip and public disapproval. Here 
she reflects on her marriage to Oscar, and whether she always knew 
that their marriage was founded on a di!erent kind of love.
Ajay Close’s What We Did in the Dark is a fictionalised account 
of Catherine Carswell’s whirlwind romance with soldier and artist 
Herbert Jackson leading to her first marriage. It is a compelling 
portrait of a trail-blazing writer.

EMILY MALCOLM AND CEMAL OZTURK
The Ship Models of the Clyde
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

This book is the first full guide to Glasgow Museums’ internationally 
important collection of ship models. Almost all of the 676 models, 
which range from elegant cruise liners to humble Clyde pu!ers, 
were produced by Clyde shipyards or Glasgow-based ship 
owners. Some of the most famous ships launched on the Clyde are 
represented, such as RMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Hood, as well 
models of historically significant vessels such as the first European 
passenger steamer, Comet, and the world’s first commercial 
turbine-powered vessel King Edward. Join curator Emily Malcolm 
and modeller Cemal Ozturk for an enlightening illustrated talk.

LEO MOYNIHAN AND JONNY OWEN
Busby, Shankly & Stein: The Makers of Modern Football
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Three men born within a 20-mile radius of each other and forged 
in the mining communities of central Scotland went on to shape the 
course of modern football. The Three Kings, promises a narrative 
greater than any single biography of its three subjects could. The 
author Leo Moynihan and film producer Jonny Owen have worked 
together on a tie-in film which will be released to co-incide – a 
real treat for the fans of these legendary clubs, which together 
have a combined 170,000 season-ticket holders, and social-media 
followings worldwide of over 200,000,000 people. Chaired by 
Martin Greig of Backpage Press.

JOHN PARTRIDGE                                      
There’s No Taste Like 
Home
Mitchell Library 
3pm – 4pm | £12

Actor and singer John Partridge appeared in many West End 
Musicals including Cats, Chicago and Tommy. He played the role 
of Christian Clarke in Eastenders for over 5 years and is currently 
touring the UK in Cabaret. There’s No Taste Like Home tells the 
remarkable story of John’s life in food and his emotional journey of 
grief and recovery through cooking, with every dish inspired by a 
personal memory, and each punctuated with stunning photography. 
It is a cookbook born out of his winning MasterChef menu that was 
inspired by his mother who he had recently lost to Alzheimer’s.
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FRANCESCA WADE AND SARAH LEFANU
The Art of the Literary Biography
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Francesca Wade’s spellbinding group biography Square Haunting, 
explores how five trailblazing women; writer Virginia Woolf, 
novelist Dorothy L. Sayers, classicist Jane Harrison, historian Eileen 
Power, and poet H. D. pushed the boundaries of literature, 
scholarship, and social norms. Sarah LeFanu’s Something of 
Themselves is a triple biography of Rudyard Kipling, Mary Kingsley 
and Arthur Conan Doyle. Each of the three had personal reasons 
to leave England for South Africa during the Boer War, and LeFanu 
charts the writers’ paths in the theatre of war, and explores how 
this period shaped their cultural legacies, shi"ing reputations, and 
influence on colonial policy.

JANE ROBINSON
Ladies Can’t Climb Ladders
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

The Sex Disqualification Act of 1919 was one of the most significant 
pieces of legislation in modern Britain. It should have marked 
a social revolution, opening the doors of traditionally male 
professions to women who had worked hard during the War, 
welcoming them as equals. 
But what really happened? Ladies Can’t Climb Ladders focuses 
on the lives of pioneering women in the fields of medicine, law, 
academia, architecture, engineering and the church. It’s a study into 
the public and private worlds of these unsung heroines, and sheds 
light on their desires and ambitions, and how family and society 
responded to this emerging class of working women.

Louise Welsh introduces… 
ANIKA SCOTT AND LOUISE HARE
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £6

The popular novelist and librettist Louise Welsh introduces a pair of 
debuts with new perspectives on twentieth century history. Anika 
Scott’s Finding Clara follows three characters coming to terms with 
their actions in 1946 in war-ravaged Germany,
Louise Hare’s This Lovely City finds jazz musician Lawrie Matthews, 
fresh o! the Empire Windrush and trying to build a new life in post-
war London until he becomes the prime suspect in a tragedy which 
threatens to tear the city apart.

PAUL MURTON
The Viking Isles
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

It’s a warm welcome back to the popular TV presenter and traveller 
Paul Murton. Paul has long had a love of the Viking north – the 
island groups of Orkney and Shetland – which, for centuries, 
were part of the Nordic world as depicted in the great classic The 
Orkneyinga Saga. His latest book is full of history, anecdotes and 
encounters with those who live there, from a sing-along with the 
Shanty Yell Boys to fishing o! Muckle Flugga, from sword dancing 
with the men of Papa Stour to a Norwegian pub crawl in Lerwick, 
Paul explores their extraordinarily rich heritage.

The international best-selling author of Norwegian Wood and The 
Sixteen Trees of the Somme brings us the first book in a rich 
historical trilogy that draws on Norwegian legend. In the secluded 
village of Butangen at the end of the valley, headstrong Astrid 
dreams of a life beyond marriage, hard work and children. The 
renovation of their 700-year-old stave church brings two men into 
Astrid’s life; the Pastor Kai Schweigaard and architect Gerhard 
Schönauer and she must make a choice: to remain in her homeland 
or choose a daunting and uncertain future in Germany.

LARS MYTTING
The Bell in the Lake
Mitchell Library 
6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10
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TOM NANCOLLAS
A Lighthouse History from Eddystone to Fastnet
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Lighthouses are enduring monuments to our relationship with 
the sea. Built as navigational tools, we depend upon their guiding 
lights for the safe passage of ships. Nowhere is this truer than in the 
rock lighthouses of Great Britain and Ireland: twenty towers built 
between 1811 and 1904. Seashaken Houses is a lyrical exploration 
of these magnificent, isolated sentinels, the ingenuity of those who 
conceived them, the people who risked their lives building and 
rebuilding them, those that inhabited their circular rooms, and the 
ways in which we value emblems of our history in a changing world.

MARION DUNN                        
The Boxing Diaries 
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

On turning fi"y, Marion Dunn had a sudden desire to try out boxing. 
Despite the immense e!ort this required – the relentless, bone-
sapping exhaustion of training with endless circuits and repeats 
– her whim quickly became a love a!air with this most precise, 
disciplined of sports. Her account of a quest to master its essential 
techniques is a story of obsession, determination and sheer gra". 
From the sweat and toil in shabby youth clubs and chilly old drill 
halls, Marion takes us through the three years’ preparation before 
she is ready to step into the ring and spar for real against opponents. 

GAVIN ESLER
Brexit without the Bullshit
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £12

Journalist and broadcaster Gavin Esler lays bare the reality of the 
biggest change in Britain for decades. He reveals how leaving the 
European Union will transform: Food and diet, Health and the NHS, 
Jobs and industry, Education, Travel to Europe. 
From food markets and NHS operating theatres to the boardrooms 
of big employers, Brexit throws up many surprises. Some are deeply 
unpleasant. His book, Brexit Without the Bullshit is not about the 
Brexit you were told you were getting. It is about the one that is 
arriving. Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

NESRINE MALIK AND JAMES MUMFORD
It Should be OK to Disagree about Politics
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Across the democratic West, politics has become deeply polarised 
and profoundly personal. And yet, if we look carefully at the most 
important ethical issues of the age the instinctive positions of both 
the Le" and the Right are riven with contradictions. In Vexed James 
Mumford, asks ‘Why should believing strongly about one topic 
mean the automatic adoption of so many others?’ Has freedom of 
speech become a cover for promoting prejudice? Has the concept 
of political correctness been weaponised and does white identity 
politics pose an urgent danger? These are some of the questions at 
the centre of Nesrine Malik’s radical and compelling book We Need 
New Stories. Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

It’s been twenty-five years since Gus and Monica le" England to 
start a new life in Spain, building a vineyard and wine business 
from the ground up. However, when Gus su!ers a stroke and their 
idyllic Mediterranean life is thrown into upheaval, it’s le" to their 
three grown-up children in London to step in. Joanna Trollope is the 
author of the bestselling novels, The Rector’s Wife, Marrying the 
Mistress, Daughters in Law and City of Friends. She was appointed 
OBE in 1996, and has chaired the Whitbread and Orange Awards. 
She is patron of numerous charities, including Meningitis Now, and 
Chawton House Library. Chaired by Janet Smyth.

JOANNA TROLLOPE
Mum and Dad
Mitchell Library 
8pm – 9pm | £10
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RORY CLEMENTS AND DANIEL JAMES 
The Fact Behind the Fiction    
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

In this era of fake news and post-truth we welcome the two novelists 
who explore the grey areas between fact and fiction in their novels.
Dramatic, intelligent, and utterly compelling, Hitler’s Secret is set in 
1941. The war is going badly for Britain and its allies. If Hitler is to be 
stopped, a new weapon is desperately needed. The Unauthorised 
Biography of Ezra Maas is the story of a journalist searching for the 
truth about a reclusive artist. While the Maas Foundation prepares 
to announce his death, journalist Daniel James finds himself hired to 
write the story of the artist’s life.

ALYCIA PIRMOHAMED, SHOLA VON REINHOLD, 
JESSICA WIDNER, AND MINA MORIARTY   
Gutter with The Scottish BAME writers network 
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £6

Alycia Pirmohamed is a poet and PhD student. She has had poems 
in The Paris Review Daily, Prairie Schooner and Best Canadian 
Poetry. Shola von Reinhold is a writer born and based in Glasgow. 
Shola’s debut novel, LOTE, follows a woman’s obsession with 
Hermia Druitt, a forgotten Black Scottish modernist poet. Jessica 
Widner is a PhD Candidate at the University of Edinburgh. Her 
writing and artwork have appeared in Erotoplasty, Spartan Lit, 
and Adjacent Pineapple. With an MA in Creative Writing from the 
University of Glasgow, Mina Moriarty writes poetry on themes of 
gender, sexuality and race.

WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH

PAUL TONKINSON 
26.2 Miles to Happiness
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Paul Tonkinson was a presenter on Channel 4’s Big Breakfast and 
has has been a regular on the UK comedy circuit for over 25 
years. He is one half of the podcast Running Commentary with 
Rob Deering and writes a monthly column for Runner’s World 
magazine. 26.2 Miles to Happiness follows his attempts to beat the 
much lauded 3-hour mark at the London Marathon. With fellow 
comedians, such as Bryony Gordon, Russell Howard, Michael 
McIntyre and Roisin Conaty helping Paul with his quest, and not 
forgetting the ‘words of wisdom’ and derision from Paul’s anti-
running friend, Richard.

ANDREW MARR
The Books That Made Me
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Andrew Marr appeared on the very first Aye Write programme back 
in 2005. Unfortunately, due to a disagreement between a storm 
and an airplane, he never made it so we are beyond pleased that 
he’s going to join us in our 15th year! Starting out at The Scotsman, 
Andrew went on to edit The Independent, and was BBC political 
editor before moving on to present Start the Week on BBC Radio 
4 and The Andrew Marr Show on Sunday mornings. He has written 
several books himself, including A History of Modern Britain, We 
British: The Poetry of a People and A Short Book About Painting/
Drawing, but will be chatting with Ruth Wishart at this event about 
his favourite books by other authors.

SPONSORED BY TURCAN CONNELL
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AMELIA ABRAHAM
Queer Intentions
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Combining intrepid journalism with her own personal experience, 
Amelia Abraham searches for what it means to be queer in 2019. 
With curiosity, good humour and disarming openness, Amelia takes 
the reader on a thought-provoking and entertaining journey. Join 
her as she cries at the first same-sex marriage in Britain, loses herself 
in the world’s biggest drag convention in L.A., marches at Pride 
parades across Europe, visits both a transgender model agency and 
the Anti-Violence Project in New York to understand the extremes 
of trans life today, and meets a genderless family in progressive 
Stockholm.

SOPHIE WALKER
Five Rules for Rebellion: Let’s Change the World 
Ourselves
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Five Rules for Rebellion is an inspiring handbook for future rebels 
and revolutionaries – women who are fed up and disempowered 
but uncertain of where to begin. Featuring tips from a number of 
leading activists, and drawing on Sophie’s own experiences, this 
book teaches us to see activism as a positive lifelong learning 
experience, rather than a series of pitched battles. From escaping 
the numbing e!ects of despair, to learning how to channel our 
anger, arming ourselves with hope, engaging with di!ering views 
compassionately, and enduring in the face of challenges, we’ll see 
how to convert our confusion and impatience into a force for good.

PROFESSOR ANGELA GALLOP
A Forensic Scientist’s Search for the Truth
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Never before has criminal justice rested so heavily on scientific 
evidence. With ever-more sophisticated techniques at their 
disposal, forensic scientists have the ability to help solve even the 
most complex cases. Angela Gallop has been a forensic scientist 
for over 40 years. As well as working on a wide range of cases in 
many countries around the world, she is now the most sought-a"er 
forensic scientist in the UK. When the Dogs Don’t Bark documents 
numerous high-profile cases, including the Yorkshire Ripper, the 
killings of Stephen Lawrence, Damilola Taylor, Rachel Nickell and 
Roberto Calvi. 

Graeme Macrae Burnet introduces…
NORMAN BISSELL AND MOLLY AITKEN
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £6

The Booker-shortlisted author of His Bloody Project introduces two 
debuts with island settings.
Norman Bissell’s Barnhill tells the dramatic story of George Orwell’s 
time in the farmhouse on the Isle of Jura, where he wrote what was 
to become Nineteen Eighty-Four. It reveals the private man behind 
the celebrated public figure, his invention of Big Brother, Thought 
Police, Newspeak and Room 101, and the creation of a masterpiece.
Rich, haunting and rooted in Irish folklore, Molly Aitken’s The Island 
Child is a spellbinding debut novel about identity and motherhood, 
freedom and fate, and the healing power of stories.



DAVID C WEINCZOK
The History Behind Game of Thrones
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Game of Thrones is history re-imagined as fantasy and The History 
Behind Game of Thrones turns the tables, using George R. R. 
Martin’s extraordinary fictional universe as a way to understand 
the driving forces and defining moments from Scotland’s story. 
Visit the castle where the real Red Wedding transpired, encounter 
the fearsome historical tribes beyond Rome’s great wall and learn 
how a blood-red heart became the most feared sigil in Scotland. 
Writer and presenter David C. Weinczok draws on a vast array 
of characters, events and themes from Scottish history that echo 
Game of Thrones at every dramatic turn. 

ALEX NORTH AND MATT WESOLOWSKI 
Chilling Thrillers
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Still devastated a"er the loss of his wife, Tom Kennedy and his 
young son Jake move to the sleepy village of Featherbank, looking 
for a much-needed fresh start.
But this place has a dark past. Fi"een years ago, a twisted serial 
killer abducted and murdered five young boys. The Whisper Man 
has been called ‘The best crime novel of the decade’. Steve 
Cavanagh
Both a compulsive, taut and terrifying thriller, and a bleak and 
distressing look at modern society’s desperation for attention, Matt 
Wesolowski’s Beast will unveil a darkness from which you may never 
return…

THURSDAY 19TH MARCH

RONA MUNRO
The Books that Made Me
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Rona Munro has written extensively for stage, radio, film and 
television including the award-winning plays The James Plays 
Trilogy, Iron and Bold Girls. She is the co-founder, with actress Fiona 
Knowles, of Scotland’s oldest continuously performing, small-scale 
touring theatre company, The MsFits. Her film and television work 
includes the Ken Loach film Ladybird Ladybird, Aimee and Jaguar 
and television drama Rehab. She has also written many other single 
plays for television and contributed to series including Casualty and 
Dr Who. She will be sharing her favourite books with Fiona Sturgeon 
Shea of Playwrights’ Studio, Scotland.

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH

404 INK, IN ASSOCIATION WITH CREATIVE 
WRITING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE, 
PRESENT: WRITE ON THE EDGE FEATURING 
DENISE MINA, CHRIS MCQUEER, AND MANY 
MORE… 
Mitchell Library | 10am – 5.30pm | £10
If you’re a budding writer or a spoken word performer-in-waiting, 
we’ve got a packed day just for you – 404 Ink-style. With some of 
Scotland’s top writers ready to inspire and possibly confront you 
(in a productive way) with talks, panels & workshops (details to be 
announced on the Eventbrite page), WRITE ON THE EDGE is all 
you need to get your work closer to the finish line. Tickets: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/write-on-the-edge-tickets-86268053069 

SPONSORED BY CREATIVE WRITING AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF STRATHCLYDE
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JOHN SIMENON AND GRAEME MACRAE BURNET
Une Célébration de Maigret
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Join us for what is sure to be a fascinating discussion of the life and 
works of the legendary Belgian writer Georges Simenon, the creator 
of French detective Maigret.
John Simenon, the author’s son, and producer of the recent TV 
series about the great detective, starring Rowan Atkinson, will be 
joined by Graeme Macrae Burnet, who has written about his love of 
Simenon in his blog and has acknowledged a debt to the writer in 
first and third novels, The Disappearance of Adele Bedeau and The 
Accident on the A35. Chaired by Janice Forsyth. 

TREVOR ROYLE AND IAIN MACGREGOR
Checkpoint Charlie, Scotland and the Cold War 
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

In his book Facing the Bear, Trevor Royle paints a fascinating portrait 
of Scotland’s key role in the alliance’s defence strategy during this 
extraordinary period of history, examining not just the wider military 
and political contexts, but also showing how the defence industry 
brought huge economic benefits and how anti-nuclear sentiments 
underpinned much of the le"’s thinking in Scotland..
Iain MacGregor’s Checkpoint Charlie is a powerful, fascinating, 
and ground-breaking history of the legendary and most important 
military gate on the border of East and West Berlin where the 
United States and her allies confronted the USSR during the Cold 
War. Chaired by John Boothman of The Times Scotland.
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JIM CARRUTH & NIALL 
O’GALLAGHER
Glasgow’s Poets Laureate
Mitchell Library 
6pm – 7pm | £6

Join Glasgow’s two Poets Laureate, Jim Carruth and Niall 
O’Gallagher for an evening of poetry. Niall became Glasgow’s first 
ever Gaelic Poet Laureate in July 2019, joining Jim who has been in 
the role since 2014. The evening will include performances of some 
of their newest work.
Thig còmhla ri dà Bhàrd Baile Ghlaschu, Jim Carruth agus Niall 
O’Gallagher airson oidhche làn bhàrdachd. Chaidh Niall na Bhàrd 
Baile Ghlaschu ann an 2019, is e a’ chiad bàrd Gàidhlig a fhuair an 
t-urram a-riamh. Tha Jim air a bhith san dreuchd bho 2014.

ROSS SAYERS AND CAROLINE LOGAN
Epic Journeys
Mitchell Library | 4.30pm – 5.30pm | FREE

Join these two best-selling Young Adult writers for a fascinating 
discussion about their novels set against a backdrop of Scottish 
hearts. Caroline Logan‘s debut novel The Stone of Destiny is an 
epic fantasy set against a magical backdrop of Scottish myths 
and folklore. Ross Sayers‘ second novel Sonny and Me is a clever, 
funny and heart-warming mystery adventure. This event is free but 
ticketed, email ayewrite@glasgowlife.org.uk with the subject line  
‘Epic Journeys’ to reserve a place. Ages 12+

KAPKA KASSABOVA, ANA PESSOA 
AND JANNE TELLER
Europa28: Women on the Future of Europe
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

With so many flare-ups of nationalism and isolationism in recent 
years, there is a sense that Europe needs to be fixed, or, at the 
very least, profoundly reconfigured; whether it is to address the 
grievances of those feeling disenfranchised from it, or to improve 
social cohesion, or even continue to exist as a democratic 
transnational entity. Bringing together 28 acclaimed women 
writers, artists, scientists and entrepreneurs from across Europe, this 
powerful and timely anthology looks at an ever-changing Europe 
from a variety of di!erent perspectives and o!ers hope and insight 
into how we might begin to rebuild.



FRIDAY 20TH MARCH

HASAN KUBBA AND ASH ALI                 
The Truth About Startup Success
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

We all have unfair advantages in life, whether we happen to 
be quick, have a talent for maths, a great feel for people. This 
innovative book shows how to identify your own unfair advantages 
and apply them to any project. Drawing on over two decades of 
hands-on experience, including as the first Marketing Director of 
Just Eat, the authors explore the importance of money, intelligence, 
location, education, expertise, status and luck in the journey to 
success. The Unfair Advantage helps you find the ingredients you 
didn’t realise you already had, to succeed in the cut-throat world of 
business.

DENZIL MEYRICK AND DOUGLAS SKELTON
A Breath on Dying Embers and The Blood is Still
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Both of these crime writers were long-listed for the prestigious 
McIlvanney Prize for Scottish Crime Novel of the Year. In A Death 
on Dying Embers, the arrival of a luxury liner and a face from the 
past, sends DCI Jim Daley’s world into a tailspin as well as placing 
the country’s economic future in jeopardy. In The Blood is Still, two 
bodies are discovered in eighteenth-century Highland dress on the 
site of the Battle of Culloden and local journalist Rebecca Connolly 
finds herself drawn into the mystery.
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If 1 in 10 women, 200 million worldwide are su!ering, why aren’t we 
talking about it?
Private Parts is a funny, feminist memoir about living with 
endometriosis from comedian and writer, Eleanor Thom, featuring 
exclusive interviews with Hilary Mantel, Paulette Edwards and Lena 
Dunham. Eleanor will be in conversation with the campaigner and 
Capital Radio presenter Katy Johnston.
‘Eleanor writes as fearlessly as she has fought this disease…
Your head will explode with what you’ll learn and your heart 
will explode with the courage of this author. She’s truly 
extraordinary.’ Phoebe Waller-Bridge 

ELEANOR THOM
How To Live With 
Endometriosis
Mitchell Library 
7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

GREG MCHUGH
The Books That Made Me
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Greg McHugh is a multi-award winning actor, writer, and comedian. 
Best known as Gary: Tank Commander, from the Scottish BAFTA-
winning show that he also co-wrote. Greg’s numerous other TV 
credits include Howard, the dressing robed, socially awkward 
oddball in the hit series Fresh Meat, Marvellous, Never Mind The 
Buzzcocks, Bad Education, Alan Carr’s Chatty Man and BBC1’s The 
A Word. He’s most recently been seen in Glasgow in a successful 
run of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs – this year’s panto at the 
SEC Armadillo. He’ll be talking to Clare English about his favourite 
books. 

COLUM MCCANN               
Apeirogon
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Colum McCann has won numerous international literary awards for 
his writing and his fiction has been published in forty languages. His 
film Everything in This Country Must was nominated for a short-film 
Oscar. In this epic new novel – named for a shape with a countably 
infinite number of sides – we follow the lives of Rami Elhanan, an 
Israeli and Bassam Aramin, a Palestinian. Crossing centuries and 
continents, stitching time, art, history, nature and politics into a 
tapestry of friendship, love, loss and belonging, Apeirogon is the 
novel for our times. Colum will be in conversation with the novelist 
Andrew Meehan.



   BOOK TICKETS AT AYEWRITE.COM

GLASGOW’S BOOK FESTIVAL26 | AYE WRITE 2020

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH

KAPKA KASSABOVA
A Balkan Journey of War and Peace
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

As she journeys to her grandmother’s place of origin, Kapka 
Kassabova encounters a civilisational crossroads. The Lakes are set 
within the mountainous borderlands of North Macedonia, Albania 
and Greece. Once a trading and spiritual nexus of the southern 
Balkans, this lake region remains one of Eurasia’s most culturally 
diverse areas. By exploring on water and land the stories of poets, 
fishermen, and caretakers, misfits, rulers, and inheritors of war and 
exile, To the Lake is an enquiry into how geography and politics 
imprint themselves upon families and nations, and confronts her 
with questions about human su!ering and the capacity for change.

BABITA SHARMA                        
The Corner Shop
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Journalist, TV presenter and news anchor for the BBC, Babita 
Sharma was raised above a corner shop in Reading, and over 
the counter watched a changing world, from the clientele to the 
products to the politics of the day. From the general stores of the 
early 20th century to the shops run by immigrants from India, 
East Africa and Eastern Europe from the 60s to the noughties, 
The Corner Shop tells the remarkable human story of these little 
institutions that have changed the way we shop, the way we eat, 
and the way we understand ourselves. Chaired by journalist and 
broadcaster Amna Saleem.

JONATHAN RUGMAN
The Life and Death of 
Jamal Khashoggi
Mitchell Library 
1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Based on confidential sources, dramatic new evidence and in-
depth research, Jonathan Rugman, Foreign A!airs Correspondent 
at Channel 4 News, reveals the context behind the murder of 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi and the attempted cover-up. He shows 
how a power struggle between Erdogan and Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, had such fatal results. Inevitably 
other nations, including President Trump and the USA, were drawn 
into the a!air, which created the biggest crisis in US-Saudi relations 
since 9/11. The Killing in the Consulate draws together all the 
strands to tell a gripping story of one man’s tragedy that had global 
consequences. Chaired by John Boothman of The Times Scotland.

JULIAN HOLLAND
The Golden Years of Rail Travel
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Leading railway author Julian Holland tells the story of an evocative 
period in Britain’s railway history in a fascinating illustrated talk to 
tie-in with his beautiful new book. Take a journey back to the boom 
time for Britain’s railways, through a unique collection of fascinating 
stories, photographs, posters and railway ephemera. Explore a 
century of rail travel in Britain, covering three important periods; 
Late 19th century to 1922, the zenith of Britain’s railways with 120 
companies operating; 1923 to 1947, railway companies are grouped 
into the ‘Big Four’; 1948 to 1994, nationalisation heralds the era of 
British Railways.

SALLY HOWARD
The Home Stretch
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Forty years of feminism, and still women do the majority of the 
housework. Why?
While women are making slow but steady gains on gender 
disparities in the workplace, at home the gap is widening - in the 
UK, the average heterosexual British woman puts in 12 more days 
of household labour per year than her male companion, while 
young American men are now twice as likely as their fathers to think 
a woman’s place is in the home. The Home Stretch is a fascinating 
investigation into how we got here and what the future could look 
like for feminism’s final frontier: the domestic labour gap.
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Roland Gulliver introduces…
STEWART ENNIS AND 
OKECHUKWU NZELU
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £6

Roland Gulliver, Director, Toronto International Festival of Authors 
introduces a pair of strikingly original debut novels.
Blessed Assurance by Stewart Ennis is an exploration of family, 
friendship, faith, loneliness and grief, and the compromises that 
sometimes have to be made to remain part of our community.
In The Private Joys of Nnenna Maloney Okechukwu Nzelu brings us 
a funny and heart-warming story set in contemporary Manchester 
that covers the expanse of race, gender, class, family and 
redemption, with a fresh and distinctive new voice and a memorable 
cast of characters.

A.N. WILSON
Prince Albert: The Man Who Saved the Monarchy
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

For more than six decades, Queen Victoria ruled a great empire at 
the height of its power. Beside her for more than twenty of those 
years was the love of her life, her trusted husband and father of their 
nine children, a composer, engineer, soldier, politician, linguist and 
bibliophile, Prince Albert, was truly a genius. Drawn from the Royal 
archives, including Prince Albert’s voluminous correspondence, 
A.N. Wilson’s book Prince Albert o!ers fascinating never-before-
known details about the man and his time and gives this important 
historical figure the reverence and recognition that is long overdue. 

CHRISTOPHER 
HARDING
Japan Story
Mitchell Library 
3pm – 4pm | £10

Christopher Harding’s new book is a fresh and surprising account 
of Japan’s culture from the ‘opening up’ of the country in the 
mid-nineteenth century to the present, perfectly timed for the 
forthcoming Olympic Games. In it, we encounter writers of dramas, 
ghost stories and crime novels, rebel kamikaze pilots and the 
put-upon urban poor, hypnotists and gangsters, Buddhists without 
morals and Marxist terror groups. These people all sprang from the 
soil of modern Japan, but their personalities and projects failed to fit. 
They were ‘dark blossoms’: both East-West hybrids and home-grown 
varieties that penetrated the new structures of mainstream Japan. 
Chaired by the novelist J. David Simons.

BOOK TICKETS AT AYEWRITE.COM  

GLASGOW’S BOOK FESTIVAL AYE WRITE 2020 | 27

JAKE JONES
A Paramedic’s Encounters with Life and Death
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

A young man has stopped breathing in a supermarket toilet. A 
pedestrian with a nasty head injury won’t let the crew near him. An 
addict urinates on the ambulance floor when denied a fix. This is the 
life of an ambulance paramedic. Jake Jones is the pseudonym of an 
NHS paramedic who has worked on the frontline of the ambulance 
service for over a decade. Every day he sees a dozen of the scenes 
we might only see only once in a lifetime. Can You Hear Me? is his 
memoir of the chaos, intensity and occasional beauty of life on the 
front-lines of medicine in the UK.

NICK MAYHEW-SMITH
The Naked Hermit: A Journey to the Heart 
of Celtic Britain
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Descending into a hermit’s cave, wading naked into an icy sea to 
pray, spending the night on a sacred mountain, Nick Mayhew-Smith 
recounts an extraordinary one-man mission to revive the ancient 
devotions of Britain’s most enigmatic holy places. Based on ground-
breaking research into the transition from Paganism to Christianity, 
and following in the footsteps of holy men and women such as 
Columba, Cuthbert, Etheldreda, and Samson, this book invites the 
reader on a journey into the heart of the Celtic wilderness. It o!ers 
a vision of how we can recover our harmony with the landscape, 
wildlife, and with the body itself.
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ZEBA TALKHANI AND HASHI MOHAMED 
Finding a home, finding yourself
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Zeba Talkhani charts her experiences growing up in Saudi Arabia 
amid patriarchal customs reminiscent of The Handmaid’s Tale, and 
her journey to find freedom. My Past Is a Foreign Country shows 
how she fought for the right to her individuality as a Muslim feminist 
and refused to let negative experiences define her. Hashi Mohamed 
arrived in Britain as a child refugee, was raised on benefits and 
is now a Barrister so he knows something about social mobility. 
People Like Us tells us that we have more power than we realise to 
change things for the better.

SARAH KNOTT AND HELEN MCCARTHY 
Unconventional Histories of Motherhood
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Inspired by her own experience, acclaimed historian Sarah Knott 
explores the ever-changing habits and experiences of motherhood 
across the ages. Drawing on interrupted letters, hastily written diary 
entries, a line from a court record or a figure in a painting, Mother 
vividly brings to life the lost stories of ordinary women. Double Lives 
by Helen McCarthy is a groundbreaking history of mothers who 
worked for pay that will change the way we think about gender, 
work and equality in modern Britain. Through vivid and powerful 
storytelling, Double Lives o!ers a social and cultural history for our 
times.

HELEN LEWIS
A History of Feminism in 
11 fights
Mitchell Library 
4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

In her book Di#cult Women, journalist Helen Lewis argues that 
feminism’s success is down to complicated, contradictory, imperfect 
women, who fought each other as well as fighting for equal rights. 
You’ll meet the working-class su!ragettes who advocated bombings 
and arson; the princess who discovered why so many women were 
having bad sex; the ‘striker in a sari’ who terrified Margaret Thatcher; 
and the lesbian politician who outraged the country. Funny, fearless 
and sometimes shocking, Helen shows why the feminist movement 
has succeeded – and what it should do next. The battle is di#cult, 
and women must be di#cult too.

KAVITA PURI
Partition Voices: Untold British Stories
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Dotted across homes in Britain are people who were witnesses to 
one of the most tumultuous events of the twentieth century. Yet 
their memory of India’s partition has been shrouded in silence. In 
her book, Partition Voices, Kavita Puri records a series of remarkable 
first-hand testimonies of Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims caught up in its 
devastating a"ermath. Beginning with her own father’s story, Puri 
weaves a breathtaking tapestry of human experience over a period 
of seven decades that trembles with life; an epic of ruptured families 
and friendships, extraordinary journeys and daring rescue missions 
that reverberates with pain, loss and compassion.

ROSE RUANE AND THOMAS LEGENDRE
This is Yesterday…and Today?
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Peach is heading into her mid-forties with nothing to show for her 
youthful promise but a stalled art career and a job in a Mayfair 
gallery. Rose Ruane’s This Is Yesterday is a story of a woman’s 
relationship with her art, her body, her desires, her memories and 
herself. 
When archaeologist Aaron Keeler finds himself transported 
eighteen years backward in time, he becomes swept up in an 
illicit liaison with his younger wife, who in turn is captivated by this 
attentive, “weathered” version of her husband. Thomas Legendre’s 
Keeping Time is an original and compelling novel. Chaired by Zoe 
Venditozzi.
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this is yesterday 
Rose Ruane 
Published by Corsair on 7th November 2019, £14.99 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
‘This Is Yesterday is a song for the outsiders, a hymn to the suburban misfits. 
Here the tensions and oddness of lower-middle class family life are explored in 
poetic detail . . . A voice of hope for those who boldly follow their own creative 
path from adolescence to middle age’ Benjamin Myers, author of The                    
Gallows Pole 
 

Meet Peach – intelligent, irascible, sexy, funny, single, childless, unashamedly ‘difficult’. Peach is a life 
force but she is desperately unhappy. And yet, she knows that her life can’t be fixed simply by having 
a child.  
 
Alone and adrift in London, Peach is heading into her mid-forties with nothing to show for her youthful 
promise but a stalled art career and the stopgap job in a Mayfair gallery that she’s somehow been doing for a 
decade. 
 
She is too smart and independent to believe her unhappiness will be cured by a relationship and a baby, too 
lonely to break her cycle of drunken hook ups and nervous breakdowns. She is too young to feel this tired, 
and far too old to feel this lost. 
 
When Peach is woken one night with news that her father, who has 
Alzheimer’s disease, is in intensive care, she can no longer outrun the summer 
of secrets and sexual awakenings that augured twenty-five years of 
estrangement from her family. Now, as they all gather in the hospital, past and 
present collide, forcing Peach to confront the consequences of her actions – 
and inactions – throughout the years. 
 
This Is Yesterday is a story of a woman’s relationship with her art, her body 
and desires, her memories, herself. It is a story of beginning, ending and 
becoming. 
 
This is a novel about an unashamedly ‘difficult’ female protagonist who is 
single, childless, intelligent, irascible, funny, sexy, unfulfilled and unhappy - 
yet whose problems will not be solved by having a partner and children. It is a 
novel about connection and disconnection, from other people but crucially 
from oneself. 
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Noelle Holten Introduces…..
DEBORAH MASSON, RUSS THOMAS 
AND NELL PATTISON
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £6

Crime blogger (www.crimebookjunkie.co.uk) and author Noelle 
Holten introduces three fantastic new voices in crime fiction.
In Deborah Masson’s Hold Your Tongue, DI Eve Hunter must track 
down a serial killer stalking the streets of Aberdeen in the run up to 
Christmas.
Russ Thomas’s Firewatching is a taut investigative thriller bursting with 
character and tension, introducing the enigmatic DS Adam Tyler.
Nell Pattinson’s The Silent House, tells the shocking story of the 
Hunter family, who are deaf, and wake up to their worst nightmare: 
the murder of their daughter.

DAVID SPIEGELHALTER WITH 
PROFESSOR SIR JOHN CURTICE                                 
The Art of Statistics
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Statistics has played a leading role in our scientific understanding of 
the world for centuries, yet we are all familiar with the way statistical 
claims can be sensationalised, particularly in the media. In the age 
of big data, a basic grasp of statistical literacy is more important 
than ever. In The Art of Statistics, David Spiegelhalter draws on 
real world problems to introduce conceptual issues, and he will be 
joined at this event by Professor Sir John Curtice who will share his 
considerable experience from the field (including the recent general 
election) in what should be a fascinating discussion. 
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For Guy Leschziner’s patients, there is no rest for the weary in mind and 
body. Insomnia, narcolepsy, demonic hallucinations, restless legs, night 
terrors, apnoea and sleepwalking are just a sample of the conditions 
he deals with in his book. With compassionate stories of his 
patients and their conditions, The Secret World of Sleep illustrates 
the neuroscience behind our sleeping minds, revealing the many 
biological and psychological factors necessary in getting the rest 
that will not only maintain our physical and mental health, but 
also improve our cognitive abilities and overall happiness. Chaired by 
Yvonne Slater of The Glasgow Science Centre.

DR GUY LESCHZINER
Nightmares, Neuroscience 
and the Secret World 
of Sleep
Mitchell Library 
6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

MICHAEL BROOKS AND RICK EDWARDS
The Peculiar Science of Death in the Movies
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Asteroids, killer sharks, nuclear bombs, viruses, climate change, the 
apocalypse – why is Hollywood so obsessed with death and the 
end of the world? And how seriously should we take the dystopian 
visions of our favourite films? With wit, intelligence and irreverence, 
Rick Edwards and Dr Michael Brooks, of the Science(ish) podcast, 
explore the science of death and mass destruction through some of 
our best-loved Hollywood blockbusters. From Armageddon and Dr 
Strangelove to The Terminator and Contagion, they investigate 
everything from astrophysics to AI. Hollywood Wants to Kill You is 
the perfect way into the science of our inevitable demise. Chaired 
by Chris Banks of The Glasgow Science Centre.

ELIZABETH DAY
How to Fail
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £12

Inspired by her hugely popular podcast, How To Fail is Elizabeth 
Day’s brilliantly funny, painfully honest and insightful celebration 
of things going wrong. Part memoir, part manifesto, and including 
chapters on dating, work, sport, babies, families, anger and 
friendship, it is based on the simple premise that understanding why 
we fail ultimately makes us stronger. It’s a book about learning from 
our mistakes and about not being afraid.
Upli"ing, inspiring and rich in stories from Elizabeth’s own life, How 
to Fail reveals that failure is not what defines us; rather it is how we 
respond to it that shapes us as individuals.
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PHILIP CLARK                                          
Dave Brubeck: A Life in Time 
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Alongside beloved figures like Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra, 
Dave Brubeck’s music has achieved name recognition beyond 
jazz. In Dave Brubeck: A Life in Time, music journalist Philip Clark 
provides us with a long-overdue biography of an extraordinary man 
whose influence continues to inform and inspire musicians today.
Clark was given unparalleled access to interview Brubeck and 
combined with intensive new research, this book tells one of the 
last untold stories of jazz. It unearths the secret history of ‘Take Five’ 
and many hitherto unknown aspects of Brubeck’s early career and 
illuminates the core of his artistry and genius.

SUNDAY 22ND MARCH

JOHN RICHARDSON
Making Movie Magic
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

John Richardson is the first ever Oscar-winner to appear at Aye 
Write. He is a special e!ects supervisor and designer, who has been 
involved in over 100 movies, including nine Bond films, all eight 
Harry Potters, Aliens, Superman, A Bridge Too Far, Straw Dogs and 
The Omen. The son of a pioneering FX technician, he learned his 
trade at the feet of a master of the cra". With over five decades of 
adventures under his belt, and a vast photographic collection of 
unseen pictures, this illustrated talk will li" the lid on his exciting and 
fascinating career of making movie magic.

VAL MCDERMID
The Books That Made Me
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10 

Val McDermid has made many appearances at Aye Write over 
the years, sometimes reading from her latest gripping crime novel 
other times from her non fiction and last year as the lead singer of 
The Fun Lovin’ Crime Writers. We’re pleased that she’s agreed to 
return this year to talk to Janice Forsyth about the books that have 
most influenced and inspired her. Val grew up in Kirkcaldy, and 
read English at Oxford University. A journalist, for many years, she 
published her first novel, Report for Murder, in 1987. She has written 
almost 40 books and makes regular appearances on TV and radio.

COLIN GRANT
Voices of the Windrush Generation
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Colin Grant’s extraordinary book, Homecoming draws on over a 
hundred first-hand interviews, archival recordings and memoirs 
by the women and men who came to Britain from the West Indies 
between the late 1940s and the early 1960s. We hear from nurses, 
bus drivers, seamstresses, teachers, dockers and inter-racial lovers. 
These are stories of hope and regret, of triumphs and challenges, 
brimming with humour, anger and wisdom. Together, they reveal 
a rich tapestry of Caribbean British lives. Homecoming is an 
unforgettable portrait of a generation, which brilliantly illuminates 
an essential and much-misunderstood chapter of our history. 
Chaired by Daniel Gray.

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH



SUNDAY 22ND MARCH

JON BENTLEY AND PETER GRIMSDALE
Our Automotive Past and Future
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

In Autopia, presenter of The Gadget Show and former executive 
producer of Top Gear Jon Bentley celebrates motoring’s rich 
heritage and meets the engineers who are transforming cars forever. 
From hydrogen-powered cars to jetpacks and electric battery 
technology, this is the essential guide to the future of our greatest 
invention.
Peter Grimsdale’s High Performance celebrates Britain’s automotive 
golden age and the mavericks who sketched them on the back of 
envelopes and garage floors, who fettled, bolted and welded them 
together and hammered the competition in the showroom, on the 
road and on the track – fuelled by contempt for convention.

A. C. GRAYLING
The Good State: On the Principles of Democracy
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £12

There is a ticking time-bomb at the heart of our representative 
democracy and in more than fi"y countries around the world. The 
problem is as large and widespread as it is serious. Politics is too 
o"en the enemy of government – at least; of good government. 
We need proportional representation. We need to lower the voting 
age to 16. We need a written constitution. We need to separate 
the functions and powers of the executive, the legislature and the 
judiciary. Democracy is for all, not some.

PATRICK LAURIE
Native
Mitchell Library 
3pm – 4pm | £10

In Native Patrick Laurie returns to Galloway and establishes a new 
herd of extremely rare ‘riggat Galloways’. Patrick discovers a way of 
life as it has been for generations, but which is now under extreme 
threat. In the last 50 years much of Galloway’s moorland has been 
given over to commercial forest, a!ecting farmland species, such as 
the curlew, whose numbers are now in dramatic decline. The book 
traces Patrick’s experiences over the course of a single year, as he 
walks beside birds and cattle, considers what they mean as part of a 
lost landscape and reflects on the practicalities of conservation.
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HELEN TAYLOR AND LENNIE GOODINGS
Changing the world with women’s writing, reading 
and publishing
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Ian McEwan once said, ‘When women stop reading, the novel 
will be dead.’ Helen Taylor’s Why Women Read Fiction explains 
how precious fiction is to women readers. Drawing on over 500 
interviews with women readers and writers. It describes how, where, 
and when British women read fiction, and examines how it helps 
female readers understand and shape their own life stories. A Bite 
of the Apple by Lennie Goodings is part-memoir, part history of 
Virago, and part thoughts on over forty years of feminist publishing. 
This is the story of Virago Press became one of the most important 
and influential English-language publishers in the world. Chaired by 
Sara Davies.

MALCOLM ALEXANDER
A Year in the Life of an Orkney Doctor
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Set in the wild and remote landscape of Eday, part of the 
Orkney archipelago, Close to Where the Heart Gives Out is 
the unflinchingly honest and moving tale of rural life, from the 
only doctor on the island. Both humorous and deeply moving, 
Malcolm describes what it’s like adjusting to life without modern 
conveniences and to the extreme – and constantly changing – 
weather; and what it means to be providing the best medical care 
to the local population with limited resources. Malcolm’s journey 
reminds us of the importance of listening to our heart, as well as to 
the rhythms of the landscape.
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PAT KANE
The Books that Made Me
Mitchell Library | 4.30pm – 5.30pm | £10

Pat Kane is a writer, musician, activist, and father. Along with his 
brother Greg he formed Hue and Cry in 1983 and enjoyed chart 
success throughout the 80s and 90s and the band continue to 
tour. Having studied English at the University of Glasgow, he was 
elected rector of the university in 1990. He published The Play Ethic 
in 2004, and has written for The Sunday Times, The Guardian, The 
Independent and Sunday Herald. He is currently a columnist with 
The National. He will be discussing his favourite books with Peter 
Ross of The Times Scotland.

ALEV SCOTT AND ANDRONIKE MAKRES
Five Lessons from the Birthplace of Democracy
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Democracy was born in Athens. From its founding myths to its 
golden age and its chaotic downfall, it’s rich with lessons for our 
own times. Why did vital civil engagement and fair debate descend 
into paralysis and populism? Power & the People asks if we can 
compare Creon to Trump or Demosthenes’ On the Crown to the 
Brexit campaign? With verve and acuity, the heroics and the critics 
of Athenian democracy are brought to bear on today’s politics, 
revealing in all its glories and its flaws the system that still survives to 
execute the power of the people.

In this evocative memoir, Malachi O’Doherty recounts his 
experiences of living through the Troubles and also recalls a 
revolution in his lifetime, the slow reshaping of the culture of 
Northern Ireland – a real revolution that was entirely overshadowed 
by the conflict. Incorporating interviews with political, professional 
and paramilitary figures, O’Doherty draws a profile of an era that 
produced real social change, comparing and contrasting it with 
today, and asks how frail is the current peace as Brexit approaches, 
protest is back on the streets and violence is simmering in both 
republican and loyalist camps. Chaired by Neil MacKay.

MALACHI O’DOHERTY
Fi"y Years On
Mitchell Library 
4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

AZADEH MOAVENI
Among the women of ISIS
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Guest House for Young Widows is an intimate, deeply reported 
account of the women who made a shocking decision to join the 
Islamic State. At the heart of this story is a cast of unforgettable 
young women. What is the line between victim and collaborator? 
How do we judge these women who both su!ered and inflicted 
intense pain? Moaveni takes us into the school hallways of London, 
kitchen tables in Germany, the co!ee shops in Tunis to demonstrate 
that the problem called terrorism is a far more complex, political, 
and deeply relatable one than we generally admit. Chaired by 
Lesley McDowell.

TOM MOLE
The Secret Life of Books
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

We love books. We take them to bed with us. We display them on 
our bookshelves or store them in our attics. We give them as gi"s. 
We write our names in them. We take them for granted. And all the 
time, our books are leading a double life. The Secret Life of Books is 
about everything that isn’t just the words. Tom looks at everything 
from binding innovations to binding errors, to books defaced by 
lovers, to those imprisoning professors in their o#ces, to books in 
art, to burned books, to the books that create nations, to those we’ll 
leave behind. Chaired by Gabriella Bennett of The Times Scotland.
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DARRAN ANDERSON AND TONY DOHERTY
Derry Boys
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

A smuggler and a deserter, Darran Anderson’s grandfathers skirted 
the fringes of legality. Darran’s father survived the height of the 
political violence in Northern Ireland and Darran came of age 
during the final years of the Troubles. His memoir, Inventory is a 
portrait of a city, a biography of a family, a record of the objects that 
make up a life. Tony Doherty’s The Skelper and Me is no ordinary 
memoir. From a compelling story of prison life, and the e!ects of 
his choices when released, it epitomises the old adage that `if you 
didn’t laugh you’d cry’. Chaired by Professor Willy Maley.

CALUM COLVIN AND TOM NORMAND
The Constructed Worlds of Calum Colvin
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

This book is a celebration of the extraordinary variety of Calum 
Colvin’s work from the past four decades. Tom Normand 
comprehensively explores the artists collection, selecting core 
subjects and ideas, examining diverse tropes and genres, and 
reviewing topics and issues. Each chapter is supported by visual 
examples of Colvin’s work to create a rich narrative that recognises 
the ways in which thoughts, motifs and ideas surface in Colvin’s 
photography and form a mosaic of associations and perceptions.
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Sally Magnusson introduces…
JANICE HADLOW AND 
ANNE YOUNGSON
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £6

The popular broadcaster and novelist Sally Magnusson introduces 
two novelists who have waited until later in life to publish their 
debuts.
In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Mary is the plainest of the five 
Bennet girls. Former Controller of BBC2, Janice Hadlow’s The Other 
Bennet Sister, shows another side to Mary and is a life-a#rming 
tale of a young woman finding her place in the world. Shortlisted 
for the Costa First Novel Award, Meet Me at the Museum by Anne 
Youngson follows the blossoming correspondence between Tina 
Hopgood and Anders Larsen, a lonely museum curator.

ANTON DU BEKE
Moonlight Over Mayfair
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £12

Prepare to be swept o! your feet by the romantic and irresistible 
new novel from Strictly Come Dancing star Anton Du Beke. It’s 
London in 1937 and with a new king in place, tensions are rising 
across Europe. Shaken by the Great Depression and with talk of 
another war coming, the Buckingham Hotel is trying to regain some 
stability. Upstairs, Vivienne is desperate to do something worthwhile 
with her time and her stepfather’s money, while downstairs, 
chambermaid Nancy misses the man she loves, demonstration 
dancer Raymond de Guise, who is noticeably absent from the 
Grand Ballroom dance floor. Chaired by Siobhan Synnot of The 
Sunday Times Scotland.

SPONSORED BY THE SUNDAY TIMES SCOTLAND
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FELIX FRANCIS AND CARO RAMSAY
Dick Francis at 100
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

2020 marks the centenary of the birth of Dick Francis, the former 
steeplechase jockey who became one of the most popular crime 
writers of his generation. His son Felix has established himself as a 
formidable force in crime writing too with his latest novel Guilty Not 
Guilty gathering excellent reviews. He is joined at this event by Caro 
Ramsay, the McIlvanney Prize long listed author of the Anderson 
& Costello series of crime novels and a Francis fan to discuss the 
impact and legacy of his writing.

WILLIAM KNOX AND ALAN MCKINLAY                                      
Jimmy Reid: A Clyde-built Man 
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Described as ‘The best MP Scotland never had’, Jimmy Reid was 
undoubtedly one of the most important figures of late twentieth-
century Britain. Jimmy’s story is an epic one; from a poverty-stricken 
background in Govan, he became a communist at a young age, 
before leaving the Party for Labour until he became disenchanted 
with New Labour and joined the SNP. This book looks at Jimmy’s 
political journey and illuminates our understanding of institutions 
and social change in post-war Britain by showing how they were 
understood and negotiated by one inspirational individual.

Enlightening book that looks at J immy Reid’s 
epic journey, “the best MP Scotland never 
had”.

Jimmy Reid was one of the most important f igures of 
twentieth-century Britain. From a poverty-stricken 
background in Glasgow, he became the spokesperson 
for the Upper Clyde Shipbuilders. This enlightening 
book looks at J immy’s epic journey, providing a 
fascinating insight into post-war Britain.

Jimmy Reid
A Clyde-Built Man

W.W.J. Knox and A. McKinlay

AUTHORS
Dr W.W.J. Knox is Honorary Senior Lecturer in Scottish 
History at the University of St Andrews.

Professor Alan McKinlay is Professor of Human 
Resource Management at Newcastle University Business 
School.

KEY FEATURES
• Through charting Jimmy Reid’s polit ical journey, 

the biography provides insights into the process of 
polit ical change in post-war Britain. 

• Using previously neglected documents as well  as in 
depth interviews with activists,  this book provides 
a wholly new perspective on his l ife and the Upper 
Clyde Shipbuilders.

• Through the extensive interviews used, Jimmy Reid: 
A Clyde-Built Man  makes a genuine contribution to 
post-war oral history.
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SIR DERMOT TURING
The Real Story of How Enigma Was Broken
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

In 1932 a French spymaster photographs the operating instructions 
of the cipher machine, Enigma. A few weeks later a mathematician 
in Warsaw begins to decipher the coded communications of 
the Third Reich and lays the foundations for the code-breaking 
operation at Bletchley Park. Ten years later, the code-breakers 
have risked their lives to continue their work and are on the run 
from the Gestapo. Based on original research and newly released 
documents, X, Y & Z is the exhilarating story of those who risked 
their lives to protect the greatest secret of WW2 written by Sir 
Dermot Turing, the nephew of Alan Turing.

SPONSORED BY THE OPEN UNIVERSITY IN SCOTLAND

SALLY MAGNUSSON
The Ninth Child
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

It’s 1856, and Isabel Aird is aghast when her husband is appointed 
doctor to the extraordinary waterworks being built miles from the 
city at Loch Katrine. But Isabel, denied the motherhood role that 
is expected of her by a succession of miscarriages, slowly begins 
to work out what her life in Victorian society is for. Inspired by 
the mysterious death of the seventeenth-century minister Robert 
Kirke and set in a pivotal era two centuries later when engineering 
innovation flourished but women did not, The Ninth Child blends 
folklore with historical realism in a spellbinding narrative. Chaired by 
literary agent, Jenny Brown.

JOHNY PITTS 
Afropean: Notes from 
Black Europe
Mitchell Library
8pm – 9pm | £10

Afropean is an on-the-ground documentary of areas where 
Europeans of African descent are juggling their multiple allegiances 
and forging new identities. Here is an alternative map of the 
continent, taking the reader to places like Cova Da Moura, the 
Cape Verdean shantytown on the outskirts of Lisbon with its own 
underground economy, and Rinkeby, the area of Stockholm that 
is eighty per cent Muslim. Johny Pitts visits the former Patrice 
Lumumba University in Moscow, where West African students are 
still making the most of Cold War ties with the USSR, and Clichy 
Sous Bois in Paris, which gave birth to the 2005 riots. 



THURSDAY 26TH MARCH

TOM KERRIDGE
Lose Weight and Get Fit
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £12

Having lost more than 12 stone in the last five years, Tom knows 
from experience how important it is to motivate yourself to start 
dieting and exercising. And the number one rule when it comes 
to eating well on a diet is to keep food interesting! Every recipe 
in this book not only sustains you through the day, but provides 
fantastic tastes and textures with each mouthful. With light bites 
and veggie feasts, meal-prep to see you through the week and tasty 
sweet treats, the focus is on bold flavours and big portion sizes, so 
you’ll never go hungry. Chaired by Gabriella Bennett of The Times 
Scotland.
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WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH

VAL MCDERMID & JO SHARP WITH PHIL JUPITUS, 
JACKIE KAY, CHRIS BROOKMYRE, LOUISE WELSH, 
STUART COSGROVE AND BILL SWEENEY                        
Imagine a Country
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 8pm | £12

Join Val McDermid and Jo Sharp, with their special guests as they 
dream of a future country. Imagine a Country collects essays 
and artwork from all spectrums of Scottish life – from comedians 
to economists, writers to musicians, visual artists to academics, 
and asks them to share their hopes for a future Scotland. Each 
guest will present their dream for the future of Scotland – be it 
abandoning capitalism or reforming education, reforesting our land, 
revolutionising the care system or focusing on philosophy to bring 
rational level-headed discussion back to the forefront of politics, 
before discussing the collection as a panel.

TUESDAY 24TH MARCH

MICHAEL CASHMAN                                           
From Albert Square to Parliament Square
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Michael Cashman has lived many lives, all of them remarkable: as a 
beloved actor on stage and screen; as a campaigner for gay rights; 
as an MEP and as a life peer.
He found his most defining role as Colin in Eastenders, making 
television history as one half of the first gay kiss ever broadcast on 
a British soap. His autobiography One of Them contains glorious 
nostalgia, wicked showbiz gossip, a stirring history of a civil rights 
movement, a sorrowfully clear-eyed exposition of Britain’s standing in 
Europe and an unforgettable love story. Chaired by Derek Ogg Q.C.

PAMELA ROBERTSON AND PHILIP LONG 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh in France 
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Known worldwide for his architecture and interior designs, Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh was also an extremely gi"ed painter. Towards 
the end of his life he gave up his principal career as an architect 
and moved to the south of France where he devoted himself to 
painting in watercolour. This book is the first publication to discuss 
in depth this period of Mackintosh’s work and includes extracts from 
Mackintosh’s letters written while in France, to friends and family.
The authors are leading Mackintosh expert Pamela Robertson and 
Philip Long, the director of V&A Museum of Design in Dundee.

WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH
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KAREN CAMPBELL AND CATHERINE HOKIN
Fiction in Love and War
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Karen Campbell – The Sound of the Hours – In the town of Barga in 
1943, everything Vittoria Guidi knows and loves is at risk as German 
troops occupy the mountains around her home. She meets Frank 
Chapel, a young, black American soldier but can their growing love 
overcome prejudice and war? Catherine Hokin – The Fortunate 
Ones – Berlin, 1941. Felix Thalberg has the weight of the world on 
his shoulders. His beloved city is changing under Nazi rule then one 
night, Felix meets a mysterious young woman in a crowded dance 
hall, and his life is changed forever.

Jim Carruth Introduces... 
ANTHONY ANAXAGOROU AND 
HELEN TOOKEY
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £6

Glasgow’s Poet Laureate Jim Carruth introduces two magnificent 
voices in poetry, both appearing at the festival for the first time.
In A"er the Formalities by Anthony Anaxagorou, a knife is pulled, an 
Uber driver is racially abused on the day of the Brexit referendum, 
a father bathes his son in ice water, and the the threat of violence 
is never far away. Helen Tookey’s second collection, City of 
Departures was shortlisted for The 2019 Forward Prize. In it she 
explores how the way we create meaning and connections – o"en 
temporary and provisional – a!ects who we are, and who we are 
becoming.

MATTHEW MCVARISH AND LUKE TURNER
Finding Your Way Out of the Woods
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

A"er seeing actor Matthew McVarrish on television, a child who 
had recently been the victim of abuse contacted him to ask what 
had helped him recover. Answering that profoundly important 
question led to the creation of his book The Truth That No One Tells 
Teenagers. Luke Turner was living with depression, guilt surrounding 
his identity as a bisexual man and experiences of sexual abuse, 
but found refuge in the forest near his home. Out of the Woods 
is a highly original memoir about the potency of the trees, and of 
learning to find peace in the grey areas of life.

JOHN NIVEN
The F*ck-It List
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Part political satire, part compulsive thriller, The F*ck-it List is 
John Niven (author of Kill Your Friends) at his coruscating best. 
Set in a near-future America that has borne two terms of a Trump 
Presidency and is now in the first term of Donald’s daughter as 
president, Frank Brill, a retired newspaper editor has just been given 
a terminal diagnosis. Rather than compile a bucket list of all the 
things he’s ever wanted to do in his life, he instead has at the ready 
his ‘f*ck-it list’. Chaired by Rodge Glass.

We are pleased to have collaborated with the Confucius Institute at 
the University of Glasgow to bring over one of Hong Kong’s most 
celebrated crime writers. In Second Sister, a librarian, lives a quiet 
life with her sister. A"er a di#cult, impoverished upbringing and 
the deaths of their parents, they are finally finding a bit of stability 
until one day, she comes home to find her teenage sister has 
jumped to her death. Part detective novel, part revenge thriller, the 
novel explores themes of sexual harassment, internet bullying and 
teenage suicide – and vividly captures the zeitgeist of Hong Kong 
today.

CHAN HO-KEI 
Second Sister
Mitchell Library 
6pm – 7pm | £10



FRIDAY 27TH MARCH

OLIVIA FANE AND KAREN GURNEY
It Should be OK to Disagree About Sex
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

In Why Sex Doesn’t Matter, Olivia Fane addresses the politics, 
the obsessions, the misconceptions of one of the most important 
aspects of human existence. Is Sex Natural? Is Sex Dirty? Is Sex 
Political? This is a necessary and controversial book in these 
confused, self-obsessed, and gender-fluid times. Did you know 
that there is an orgasm gap of around 30% between heterosexual 
couples when they have sex? In Mind The Gap, Dr Karen Gurney, 
a clinical psychologist, explores the mismatch between ideas about 
sex in our society and the science, explaining how this disconnect is 
the cause of our sexual problems.

EMMA JANE UNSWORTH AND EMMA FORREST
Dazzling, Provocative Fiction
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

From the award-winning author of Animals comes Adults, a satire 
on our age of self-promotion, a tender look at the impossibility of 
womanhood, a love story and a riot. It’s excruciating, a gut punch 
of hilarity and a book laden with truth that you will read again and 
again. Devastating, queer and radical, Emma Forrest’s Royals is 
a love story between unlikely friends from completely di!erent 
worlds. It’s about working out who you are and what you want. It’s a 
tale of giddy happiness, crushing lows and, ultimately, the fragility of 
lives lived too fast. Chaired by Rodge Glass.
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DAVID LAMMY MP
Tribes: How Our Need to Belong Can Make 
or Break Society
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Labour MP for Tottenham David Lammy investigates how New 
Tribalism has pernicious e!ects on the health of our society. His 
book Tribes will explore ways in which we can challenge and neuter 
New Tribalism, distinguishing between the ‘good’ sort of tribalism – 
the patriotism that is inclusive and open to newcomers, the ethnic or 
religious pride that celebrates a particular culture or faith tradition 
rather than denigrates others as inferior, the ‘Spirit of Dunkirk’ that 
saw ordinary people come together and do extraordinary things 
– from the harmful tribalism that excludes, denigrates and divides. 
Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

CASEY GERALD
There Will be No Miracles Here
Mitchell Library | 6pm – 7pm | £10

Growing up gay in an ordinary black neighbourhood in Dallas, 
his parents struggling with mental health problems and addiction, 
Casey Gerald finds himself on a remarkable path to a prestigious Ivy 
League college, to the inner sanctums of power on Wall Street and 
in Washington DC. But even as he attains everything the American 
Dream promised him, Casey comes to see that salvation stories 
like his own are part of the plan to keep others from rising. Intense 
and shot through with sly humour and quiet fury, There Will Be No 
Miracles Here is his extraordinary memoir. Chaired by Lorenzo 
Mele.
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RACHEL REEVES MP WITH STEPHANIE 
MACKENDRICK                                              
The Women Who Are Changing Politics 
Around the World 
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

In 1919 Nancy Astor was elected as a Member of Parliament, 
becoming the first woman MP in the House of Commons. Her 
achievement was all the more remarkable given that women had 
only been entitled to vote for just over a year. Rachel Reeves brings 
forgotten MPs out of the shadows and looks at the many battles 
fought by The Women of Westminster, from 1919 to 2019.
Written for young women interested in running for o#ce, In Good 
Hands features inspiring stories of eighteen women role models. 
Stephanie MacKendrick, a former journalist, believes the time for 
women in political leadership is now.

SPONSORED BY THE HIGH COMMISSION OF CANADA IN 
THE UK 

PETE PAPHIDES
Broken Greek
Mitchell Library | 7.45pm – 8.45pm | £10

Shy and introverted, a young Pete Paphides stopped speaking and 
found refuge instead in the bittersweet embrace of pop songs, 
thanks to Top of the Pops and Dial-A-Disc. From Brotherhood of 
Man to UB40, from ABBA to The Police, music provided the safety 
net he needed to protect him from the tensions of his home life. It 
also helped him cope with school, friendships and phobias such as 
visits to the barber, standing near tall buildings and Rod Hull and 
Emu. This is a heart-breaking but also very humorous childhood 
memoir from a legendary rock journalist.

MORAG ANN MACNEIL AND MORAG LAW
Gaelic Short Stories
Mitchell Library | 7.30pm – 8.45pm | £6

An evening with two emerging talents in Gaelic short story writing. 
Morag Ann MacNeil’s An Tiortach Beag agus Sgeulachdan Eile 
(The Little St Kildan and Other Stories) and Morag Law’s Cuibhle an 
Fhortain (The Wheel of Fortune) will entertain readers with humour, 
pathos and the unexpected!
Feasgar còmhla ri dithis sgrìobhadair tàlantach a tha dìreach air 
cruinneachaidhean de sgeulachdan goirid a thoirt a-mach. Bidh 
daoine gu math dèidheil air An Tiortach Beag agus Sgeulachdan 
Eile le Mòrag Anna NicNèill agus Cuibhle an Fhortain le Mòrag 
Law, a tha làn aoibhneis, strì agus rudan neònach ris nach bithear an 
dùil!

ROBYN MARSACK & MICHAEL SCHMIDT        
WITH DAVID KINLOCH, WILLIAM LETFORD 
AND LUCY BURNETT        
Fi"y-Fi"y 
Mitchell Library | 7.30pm – 8.45pm | £6

This is a rare glimpse into the inner workings of a small, ambitious 
press over a period of radical transformation in publishing. Each 
of Carcanet’s fi"y years is marked by an exchange of letters – 
handwritten, typed, and now emailed – between an author and the 
editor. Poets are central, but fiction writers, translators, biographers 
and critics also contribute to the Carcanet firmament. Robyn 
Marsack & Michael Schmidt will discuss fi"y years of publishing 
followed by readings from the poets.
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C.J. SCHÜLER
Along the Amber Route: St Petersburg to Venice
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Following the Amber Route from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, 
C.J. Sch$ler charts the origins of amber, the myths and legends 
that have grown around it, and the dazzling artefacts cra"ed from 
it and traded along the way. Sch$ler reflects on the route’s violent 
history through the centuries, not least his own family’s experience 
of persecution and flight. C.J. Sch$ler has written on literature, travel 
and the arts for The Independent, The Independent on Sunday, The 
Tablet, New Statesman and The Financial Times.

ESTHER RUTTER
A Journey Through Britain’s Knitted History
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Over the course of a year, Esther Rutter – who grew up on a sheep 
farm in Su!olk, and learned to spin, weave and knit as a child – 
travels the length of the British Isles, to tell the story of wool’s long 
history here. From the mill workers of the Border countries, to the 
Highland communities cleared for sheep farming, she finds tradition 
and innovation intermingling in today’s knitwear industries. This 
Golden Fleece is at once a meditation on the cra" and history of 
knitting, and a fascinating exploration of wool’s influence on our 
landscape, history and culture. Chaired by Jenny Brown.

Scottish Bothy Walks by Geo! Allan selects the ultimate best walks 
to the best bothies. Using detailed maps with the bothy as the 
reference point he guides the reader on a mix of day walks and 
multi-day adventures to highlight the incredible wildlife, geography, 
history and culture that you will find along your walk. Lisa Drewe’s 
Islandeering explores the new adventure of circumnavigating our 
islands by walking, running, scrambling or swimming around their 
periphery. She uses her skills and wit to travel around the outer edge 
of 50 islands from Essex, Somerset and Cornwall to Pembrokeshire, 
Northumberland and the Hebrides.
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NINA STIBBE AND LIBBY PAGE                    
Feel-Good Fiction 
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

In Reasons to Be Cheerful Lizzie leaves her alcoholic, novel-writing 
mother and goes to work for a racist dentist obsessed with joining 
the freemasons. In this prize-winning novel Nina Stibbe makes us 
laugh whilst reminding us of the joy, and the pain, of being alive. 
Libby Page’s The Lido has sold in over twenty countries and will 
soon be a film. Her follow-up follows Hannah and Mona; best 
friends, waitresses, dreamers. They work at The 24 Hour Cafe but 
they dream of leaving it behind and making their own way in life. 
Chaired by Cathy Rentzenbrink.

LAUREN BRAVO AND TANSY E HOSKINS
The Unfashionable Cost of Globalisation
Mitchell Library | 11.30am – 12.30pm | £10

Global clothing production has roughly doubled in just 15 years, 
and every year an estimated 300,000 tonnes of used clothing 
ends up in UK landfill. Lauren Bravo’s How To Break Up With Fast 
Fashion will help you to change your mindset, fall back in love with 
your wardrobe and embrace more sustainable ways of shopping. In 
2018, 64 million pairs of shoes were manufactured across the world 
every single day. In Footwork, Tansy E. Hoskins opens our eyes to 
the dark origins of the shoes on our feet, and an industry that is 
exploiting workers and deceiving consumers. Chaired by Gabriella 
Bennet of The Times Scotland.

GEOFF ALLAN AND 
LISA DREWE
Getting Out and About
Mitchell Library 
1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10
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JOSH ROBERTS
Anxious Man: Notes on a life lived nervously
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

One night three years ago Josh Roberts went to a party. The next 
morning he awoke to discover his mind has collapsed. In a matter 
of days he went from being a fun loving, seemingly successful 
twenty-something to a hot mess of tears and nerves. Eventually he 
was diagnosed with Generalised Anxiety Disorder (GAD). Since 
then, he’s been mending his mind, rediscovering happiness and 
learning to live his nervous life. Told with originality, wit and great 
humour, Anxious Man is an essential guide for good mental health 
and a thought-provoking exploration of the millennial condition.

POLLY CLARK AND LEILA ABOULELA
Magical Lyrical Fiction
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Set across two continents, Polly Clark’s Tiger is a sweeping story 
of survival and redeeming love that plunges the reader into one of 
the world’s last wildernesses with blistering authenticity. Frieda is a 
primatologist, who, following a violent attack takes on a new role as 
a zookeeper, where she confronts a very di!erent ward: an injured 
wild tiger.
In Bird Summons by Leila Aboulela, Salma and Moni are on a road 
trip in the Scottish Highlands when they are visited by the Hoopoe, 
a sacred bird whose fables from Muslim and Celtic literature compel 
them to question the balance between faith and femininity, love, 
loyalty and sacrifice.

Five teenage friends leave Brighton to wage jihad in Syria. All 
except one are killed. This is their untold story. No Return is a 
unique insight into a hidden Britain, based on true events that 
so shocked intelligence experts they are now the Home O#ce’s 
lead case study into youth radicalisation. Using a cache of leaked 
classified documents and unique access to all the main players, 
award-winning investigative journalist Mark Townsend reveals the 
shocking truth that the fate of these boys was wholly avoidable. 
The end result is a fast-paced and thrilling account that o!ers an 
unprecedented insight into a globally urgent topic.

MARK TOWNSEND
The True Story of How 
Martyrs are Made
Mitchell Library 
3pm – 4pm | £10

SUE LAWRENCE AND ELISABETH GIFFORD
Sweeping Tales of St Kilda
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

The Lost Lights of St Kilda by Elisabeth Gi!ord is a sweeping love 
story that will cross oceans and decades. It is a moving and deeply 
vivid portrait of two lovers, a desolate island, and the extraordinary 
power of hope in the face of darkness.
Sue Lawrence’s The Unreliable Death of Lady Grange is the 
incredible and gripping story of a woman who has until now been 
remembered mostly by her husband’s unflattering account. It 
reconstructs a remarkable tale of how the real Lady Grange was 
exiled to St Kilda and how she coped with such a dramatic fate, with 
courage and grace.

KENNY MACASKILL MP AND MAGGIE CRAIG
200 years of Radical Scotland
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

The French Revolution lit a spark in Scotland, inspiring radicals and 
working people, uniting them in opposition to the King. Leading 
radicals like Thomas Muir were transported to Botany Bay. But the 
radicals fought back and formed the United Scotsmen, seeking 
widespread political reform. MP Kenny MacAskill’s Radical Scotland 
meticulously details this period. In April 1820, a series of dramatic 
events exploded around Glasgow, central Scotland and Ayrshire. 
60,000 weavers and other workers went on strike demanding 
political reform and better living conditions. In One Week in April 
Maggie Craig paints an intense portrait of these momentous events. 
Chaired by Anne McLaughlin MP.
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Lesley McDowell introduces…
HANNAH PERSAUD AND ABBIE GREAVES
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £6

The journalist and writer Lesley McDowell introduces two debut 
novelists who have written about marriage.
In Hannah Persaud’s The Codes of Love, Ryan and Emily appear 
to have it all, successful jobs, a beautiful house and the secret to a 
happy marriage; a secret that involves certain ‘rules’.
In The Silent Treatment by Abbie Greaves Maggie and 
Frank haven’t spoken for six months and the book explores 
the phenomenal power of love and the importance of leaving 
nothing unsaid!

KAJAL ODEDRA AND JAMIE SUSSKIND
Democracy and Activism in the Digital Environment  
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Do you find yourself staring helplessly at your news feed? Or all 
too o"en asking, ‘why hasn’t somebody done something about 
that?’.
Having worked as a campaigner for over a decade Kajal Odedra 
knows the tricks that have typically been used by people in circles 
of power and her book Do Something will help you speak up and 
be heard. Jamie Susskind’s Future Politics confronts one of the 
most important questions of our time: how will digital technology 
transform politics and society? It challenges readers to rethink what 
it means to be free or equal and proposes ways in which we can 
regain control.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH CILIPS
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TOM WATSON
Downsizing
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Tom Watson began to put on weight in his early twenties, having 
developed an appetite for fast food and cheap beer while studying 
at University. He continued to pile on the pounds when he entered 
the world of politics as an MP and before long he weighed 22 
stone. A"er being diagnosed with type 2 diabetes, he decided to 
take control of his diet and exercise. In his book Downsizing, he 
details how he started to feel better quickly and within a short time 
his long-term blood sugar levels were within normal range. Last 
summer, he came o! his medication. Chaired by Mike Wade of The 
Times Scotland.

SPONSORED BY THE TIMES SCOTLAND

RYAN RILEY AND GILLIAN MCNEILL
Spice Up to Cancer
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Ryan created his Life Kitchen cookery school in memory of his 
mother, whose cancer treatment dulled her taste buds and took 
away her enjoyment of food. Working with scientists and experts, 
he picks out ingredients and textures that reignite that spark of 
enjoyment in eating, o"en using the fi"h taste, umami, to heighten 
and amplify the flavours in his dishes. Gillian McNeill is an actress, 
probably best known for playing Lynne McNeill in Take the High 
Road. Her book Beware of Falling Coconuts is a frank and funny 
memoir of her battle with breast cancer.
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NICOLA WHITE AND IAN MACPHERSON                              
Death in Dublin
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Nicola White grew up in Ireland and graduated from Trinity College, 
Dublin. She lived in London and Belfast before moving to Glasgow 
to work as a contemporary art curator. A Famished Heart is the first 
in a powerful new crime trilogy set in 1980s Dublin, exploring the 
power of the Catholic Church and the powerlessness of unmarried 
women. Ian Macpherson’s Sloot is a post-postmodern crime novel 
set on the clean streets of Dublin’s leafiest suburb. It includes proof 
that psychoanalysis is the oldest profession, and a brief aside on the 
possibility of an Irishman having multiple birth mothers. Chaired by 
Jenny Brown.

ANNA LEVIN AND TIFFANY FRANCIS
The Properties of Darkness and Light
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Light is changing, dramatically. Our world is getting brighter you 
can see it from space. But is brighter always better? In Incandescent, 
journalist Anna Levin reveals her own fraught relationship with 
changes in lighting, and she explores its real impact on nature, 
our built environment, health and psychological well-being. 
Darkness has shaped the lives of humans for millennia, and in Dark 
Skies, author Ti!any Francis travels around Britain and Europe to 
learn more about nocturnal landscapes and investigates how our 
experiences of the night-time world have permeated our history, 
folklore, science, geography, art and literature. Chaired by Steve 
Owens of The Glasgow Science Centre.

CHRIS ATKINS
A Bit of a Stretch: The Diaries of a Prisoner
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Like most people, documentary-maker Chris Atkins didn’t spend 
much time thinking about prisons. But a"er becoming embroiled 
in a dodgy scheme to fund his latest film, he was sent down for 
five years. His new home would be HMP Wandsworth, one of 
the oldest, largest, and most dysfunctional prisons in Europe. Full 
of horrifying, moving, and darkly funny stories and with a cast of 
characters ranging from wily drug dealers to corrupt screws, A Bit 
of a Stretch reveals the true scale of our prison crisis and what it is 
costing us all. Chaired by Janice Forsyth.

RICHARD SEYMOUR
The Twittering Machine
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

In surrealist artist Paul Klee’s The Twittering Machine, the bird-song 
of a diabolical machine acts as bait to lure humankind into a pit 
of damnation. Leading political writer and broadcaster Richard 
Seymour argues that this is a chilling metaphor for our relationship 
with social media. Social media professionals tell us that the system 
is an addiction-machine. We are users, waiting for our next hit as 
we like and share.Through journalism, psychoanalytic reflection 
and insights from users, developers and security experts, Seymour 
probes the human side of the machine, asking what we’re getting 
out of it, and what we’re getting into.

JAMES NAUGHTIE
Adventures from Nixon 
to Trump
Mitchell Library 
6.30pm – 7.30pm | £12

James Naughtie, the acclaimed author and BBC broadcaster, 
now brings his unique and inquisitive eye to the country that has 
fascinated him and drawn him across the Atlantic for half a century. 
In On the Road he tells the story of a country that is grappling 
with a dream. What has it come to mean in the new century, and 
who do Americans now think they are? Naughtie watched the 
fall of President Richard Nixon in 1974, and subsequently as a 
journalist followed the story of the country – its politicians, artists, 
and wheeler-dealers (all the way to the latest resident of the White 
House!). Chaired by Ruth Wishart.
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MAT OSMAN AND KIRSTIN INNES
The Ballads of Brandon and Clio
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

When Adam Kussgarten’s twin brother, Brandon, is found gunned 
down just yards from his flat, Adam is drawn out of his solitary, 
dream-like life into a neon-lit world of forgery, deceit and violence. 
The Ruins is the debut novel from Mat Osman, the bass player in 
Suede, one of the most successful British bands of the last thirty 
years.
Clio Campbell – one-hit-wonder and political activist, – kills 
herself days before her fi"y-first birthday. Stretching over five 
decades, Scabby Queen by Kirstin Innes is a portrait of a woman 
told by her friends, lovers, enemies and fans.

C.C. MACDONALD AND DUGALD BRUCE-
LOCKHART
When Actors Turn to Crime
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £6

Both of these authors enjoyed success on the stage and screen 
before turning to crime fiction. C.C. MacDonald’s Happy Ever A"er 
is an intelligent, searing and addictive thriller about family, desire 
and the lengths people will go to for the ones they love the most. 
The Lizard by Dugald Bruce-Lockhart is set in Greece, and features 
a memorable cast of characters, wild parties, wild sex, fine food, 
drugs and murder.
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KUBI SPRINGER AND EUAN LOWNIE
A Particular Brand of Advice
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

I Am My Brand by Kubi Springer is a toolkit for personal brand 
success. Featuring dynamic female brand builders from around 
the world, the book is a practical guide for female entrepreneurs, 
freelancers and executives and illustrates what it takes to build a 
powerful female brand in today’s male dominated business world. 
What’s the one piece of advice you wish you had at the start of your 
career? Euan Lownie asked this question to influencers from across 
Scottish industries include Wimbledon champion Andy Murray, 
actor Alan Cumming, forensic anthropologist Dame Sue Black, First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon and many more.

PETER TATCHELL & KARIM REHMANI WHITE                                                  
Derek Jarman: Protest
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Derek Jarman was a rebel, a maverick and radical artist whose 
unique and distinctive voice was honed protesting against the 
strictures of life in post-war Britain. He defined bohemian London 
life in the 1960s, exploded into queerpunk in the 70s and produced 
timeless, eloquent works of art in the age of AIDS. This book, co-
published with Irish Museum of Modern Art, includes excerpts from 
Jarman’s own writings and newly commissioned texts from a wide 
range of contributors including John Maybury, Philip Hoare, Olivia 
Laing and human rights campaigner Peter Tatchell who will join 
editor Karim Rehmani White and Gabriella Bennett of The Times 
Scotland to discuss Jarman’s life and work.

Born in Lesmahagow, the son of an an ironmonger and a primary 
school teacher, John Cairncross was among the most damaging 
spies of the twentieth century. A member of the infamous 
Cambridge Ring of Five, he leaked highly sensitive documents from 
Bletchley Park, MI6 and the Treasury to the Soviet Union. While 
the other members of the Cambridge Ring of Five have been the 
subject of extensive biographical study, Cairncross has largely 
been overlooked by both academic and popular writers. Based on 
newly released material, The Last Cambridge Spy is the first ever 
biography of John Cairncross.

DR CHRIS SMITH
The Last Cambridge Spy
Mitchell Library 
8pm – 9pm | £10
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SARAH JANE DOUGLAS AND LEONIE CARLTON
Mothers, Mountains and Memories
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

At the age of 24, Sarah Jane Douglas lost her mother to breast 
cancer. Alone and adri" in the world, she almost gave up hope 
– but by walking in the mountains, in her mother’s footsteps, she 
learned to accept her own troubled past and to carry on in the face 
of her own diagnosis twenty years later.
Seven years a"er her mother’s death, Leonie Charlton is still gripped 
by memories of their fraught relationship. Trekking in the Outer 
Hebrides with a friend and their Highland ponies, she begins to 
realise that finding peace with her mother is less important than 
letting go. 

GRANT SMITH
The Accidental Social Entrepreneur
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Grant Smith is not a visionary or an enthusiastic missionary. He’s a 
problem solver. When confronted with the desperate problems of 
poverty he witnessed in Africa, he did the only thing he knew how 
to do – business. Business that would provide jobs and pay people 
enough so that they would not have to rely on charity to send their 
kids to school, so that none would be forced to live in a tin shed 
without water, electricity, sewerage, or dignity, fighting o! the 
threat of pneumonia every time it rained. His venture led to a great 
challenge: become the biggest house-builder in Kenya.

A vital, engaging, and hugely enjoyable guide to poetry, from 
ancient times to the present, by one of our greatest champions of 
literature. John Carey tells the stories behind the world’s greatest 
poems, from the oldest surviving one written nearly four thousand 
years ago to those being written today. Carey looks at poets whose 
works shape our views of the world, such as Dante, Chaucer, 
Shakespeare, Whitman, and Yeats. He also looks at more recent 
poets, like Derek Walcott, Marianne Moore, and Maya Angelou, 
who have started to question what makes a poem “great” in the 
first place.

JOHN CAREY
A Little History of Poetry
Mitchell Library 
3pm – 4pm | £10

MICHAEL BOND AND DAVID BARRIE
Navigation for Ourselves and Other Animals
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

The physical world is complex, yet we are able to find our way 
around. We can walk through unfamiliar streets, take shortcuts along 
paths we have never used and remember for many years places we 
have visited only once. In Wayfinding, Michael Bond explores how 
our brains make the ‘cognitive maps’ that keep us orientated.
In Incredible Journeys, award-winning author David Barrie takes us 
on a tour of the cutting-edge science of animal navigation, where 
breakthroughs are allowing scientists to unravel how animals as 
various as butterflies, birds, crustaceans, fish and reptiles find their 
way around. Chaired by David Robinson.

JOHN BEATTIE
The Books That Made Me
Mitchell Library | 1.15pm – 2.15pm | £10

Born in North Borneo, to Scottish parents, John Beattie studied 
at the University of Glasgow where he gained a degree in Civil 
Engineering. In his illustrious sporting career, he played 25 times 
for Scotland at rugby and toured twice with the British Lions. Now 
a well-known sports commentator, journalist and presenter, John 
is a familiar voice on Radio Scotland. In conversation with fellow 
presenter, Theresa Talbot, John will be sharing the stories behind the 
books that have inspired, impressed and entertained him over the 
years.



ELIJAH LAWAL AND DR PRAGYA AGARWAL
The Truth about Unconscious Bias and Racist Stereotypes
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

In order to have an honest and open conversation about race, 
we need to identify areas where things are not right. Elijah Lawal’s 
The Clapback examines the evolution of the negative stereotypes 
towards the black community with a light-hearted, razor sharp wit 
and some hard truths. We like to believe that we are all fair-minded 
and egalitarian. In Sway, behavioural scientist, activist and writer 
Dr Pragya Agarwal unravels the way our implicit or ‘unintentional’ 
biases a!ect the way we communicate and opens our eyes to our 
own biases in a scientific and non-judgmental way.

NATASHA PULLEY AND ABIR MUKHERJEE
Eastern Influences
Mitchell Library | 3pm – 4pm | £10

Step back into the enchanting world of The Lost Future of 
Pepperharrow. For Thaniel Steepleton, an unexpected posting to 
Tokyo can’t come at a better moment. As ghosts appear across 
Tokyo and the weather turns bizarrely electrical, Thaniel grows 
convinced that it all has something to do with his friend Mori’s 
disappearance – and that he might be in trouble.
In Death in the East, Calcutta police detective Captain Sam 
Wyndham and his quick-witted Indian Sergeant, Surrender-not 
Banerjee, are back for another rip-roaring adventure set in 1920s 
India, but with its roots in some dark secrets from Wyndham’s past 
almost twenty years before.

SUNDAY 29TH MARCH

CHRIS GOODALL AND JEN GALE
What We Need to Do to Live Sustainably?
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Chris Goodall’s What We Need To Do Now sets out a 
comprehensive programme of action to counter the threats to our 
environment, emphasising the importance, and relative simplicity, 
of decarbonising our energy supply but also stresses that this is 
a small part of the switch to a sustainable planet. Jen Gale’s The 
Sustainable(ish) Living Guide covers every aspect of our lives from 
the stu! we buy and the food we eat, to how we travel, work, and 
celebrate. This book provides stacks of practical, down to earth 
ideas to slot into your daily life, alongside a gentle kick up the butt 
to put your newfound knowledge into action.

ANDREW MICHAEL HURLEY AND            
FRANCINE TOON
Wild, Haunted Fiction
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

Starve Acre is the devastating new novel from Andrew Michael 
Hurley, author of the prize-winning bestseller The Loney. It is a 
novel about the way in which grief splits the world in two and how, 
in searching for hope, we can so easily unearth horror.
In the shadow of the Highland forest, Francine Toon captures 
the wildness of rural childhood and the intensity of small-town 
claustrophobia. In a place that can feel like the edge of the word, 
she unites the chill of the modern gothic with the pulse of a thriller. 
Pine is the perfect novel for our haunted times. Chaired by Roland 
Gulliver Director, Toronto International Festival of Authors.
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Don Paterson’s new collection of poetry starts from the premise that 
the crisis of mid-life may be a permanent state of mind. Zonal is an 
experiment in science-fictional and fantastic autobiography, with all 
of its poems taking their imaginative cue from the first season of The 
Twilight Zone, playing fast and loose with both their source material 
and their author’s own life. Narrative and dramatic in approach, 
genre-hopping from horror to Black Mirror-style sci-fi, ‘weird tale’ 
to metaphysical fantasy, these poems occupy the shadowlands 
between confession and invention.

DON PATERSON
Zonal
Mitchell Library  
4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10
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DIANA PRESTON
Eight Days at Yalta
Mitchell Library | 4.45pm – 5.45pm | £10

In the last winter of the Second World War, Winston Churchill, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin arrived in the Crimean resort 
of Yalta. Over eight days of bargaining, bombast and intermittent 
bonhomie they decided on the conduct of the final stages of the 
war against Germany, on how a defeated and occupied Germany 
should be governed and on spheres of influence in Eastern Europe, 
the Balkans and Greece. Meticulously researched and vividly 
written, in Eight Days at Yalta Diana Preston chronicles eight days 
that were supposed to create the post-war world. Chaired by Neil 
MacKay.

ANDREW GREIG AND JIM CARRUTH
Later That Day and Bale Fire
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Andrew Greig’s Later That Day contains new works of gratitude 
and elegy. At once lyrical and direct, these poems take place in 
Glasgow, Auckland, the Scottish Lowlands and Highlands, and 
above all amid the clear light and bare, fertile islands of Orkney. Jim 
Carruth’s Bale Fire is a book in three cycles. The first explores the 
darker side of communities in decline. The middle is a transposition 
of elements and characters of the Odyssey to a Scottish hill farm 
and its neighbours. The final part looks at the idea of harvest and 
loss. 

RICHARD SUSSKIND
How Technology Will Transform the Work of Experts
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

This book predicts the decline of today’s professions and introduces 
the people and systems that will replace them. In an internet-
enhanced society, according to Richard Susskind, we will neither 
need nor want doctors, teachers, accountants, architects, the clergy, 
consultants, lawyers and many others to work as they did in the 20th 
century. The Future of the Professions explains how increasingly 
capable technologies – from telepresence to artificial intelligence 
– will place the ‘practical expertise’ of the finest specialists at the 
fingertips of everyone, o"en at no or low cost and without face-to-
face interaction.

MAGGIE O’ FARRELL
Hamnet
The Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm
£25 (including book), subsequent tickets can be 
purchased for £10 (no book)

In a stunning departure for Maggie O’Farrell’s fiction, Hamnet is 
the heart-stopping story behind Shakespeare’s most famous play.
It is a story of the bond between twins, and of a marriage pushed 
to the brink by grief. It is also the story of a flea that boards a ship in 
Alexandria; a kestrel and its mistress; and a glovemaker’s son who 
flouts convention in pursuit of the woman he loves. Above all, it 
is a tender and unforgettable reimagining of a boy whose life has 
been all but forgotten, but whose name was given to one of the 
most celebrated plays ever written. Chaired by the novelist Zoe 
Venditozzi.

Nuri is a beekeeper; his wife, Afra, an artist. They live a simple 
life, rich in family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian city of 
Aleppo – until the unthinkable happens. When all they care for is 
destroyed by war, they are forced to escape. Moving, powerful, 
compassionate and beautifully written, The Beekeeper of Aleppo is 
a testament to the triumph of the human spirit. Told with deceptive 
simplicity, it is the kind of book that reminds us of the power of 
storytelling.

CHRISTY LEFTERI
The Beekeeper of Aleppo
Mitchell Library 
8pm – 9pm | £10



WEDNESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY

JOHN BERCOW
Unspeakable
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | 
£25 (including book), subsequent tickets can be 
purchased for £10 (no book).

Unspeakable is John Bercow’s characteristically forthright and 
incisive account of his unique vantagepoint into British politics. 
Containing verdicts on many of the leading figures of this era, from 
Tony Blair to David Cameron, Theresa May, and Boris Johnson, 
Bercow explores and explains the ways in which he has sought to 
democratise the business of Parliament, using the Speakership to 
champion the rights of backbench MPs and hold the government 
to account. In his own words, ‘I made friends and enemies alike, 
but from start to finish I sought to do the right, rather than the 
convenient, thing and to be a decent public servant’.

CRAIG BROWN
One Two Three Four: The Beatles in Time
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

On April 10th 2020, it will be exactly 50 years since Paul McCartney 
announced the break-up of the Beatles. At that point, we will be at 
the same distance in time from 1970 as 1970 was from 1920, the 
year Al Jolson’s ‘Swanee’ was the bestselling record and Gustav 
Holst composed The Planets. Craig Brown’s One Two Three Four is 
a unique, kaleidoscopic examination of The Beatles phenomenon – 
part biography, part anthropology, part memoir, by turns humorous 
and serious, elegiac and speculative. It follows the unique “exploded 
biography” form of his internationally bestselling, Ma’am Darling: 99 
Glimpses of Princess Margaret.

SUNDAY 29TH MARCH

SOPHIE HANNAH AND B.A. PARIS
The Queens of Psychological Suspense
Mitchell Library | 8pm – 9pm | £10

Sophie Hannah’s Haven’t They Grown poses a disturbing question: 
Twelve years ago, Thomas and Emily Braid were five and three 
years old. Today, they look precisely as they did then, they haven’t 
changed at all. They are no taller, no older. Why haven’t they 
grown?
The Dilemma by B.A. Paris asks how far would you go to give 
someone you love a last few hours of happiness? Livia needs to tell 
her husband something about their daughter but she’s waiting until 
her 40th birthday party is over so they can have this last happy time 
together.

BOOK TICKETS AT AYEWRITE.COM  

PRE AND POST FESTIVAL: MORE AYE WRITE EVENTS!

WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY

PETER GEOGHEGAN 
Democracy for Sale: Dark Money and Dirty Politics
Mitchell Library | 6.30pm – 7.30pm | £10

Brexit has been the most significant decision in modern British 
political history. But the money and influence that delivered it was 
far from the grass-roots campaign o"en depicted in the media. 
Democracy for Sale documents the rise of dark money on both 
sides of the Atlantic, showing how it has circumvented – and 
corrupted – democratic mechanisms. We hear from political 
communications gurus who have made data the most priceless 
commodity in politics, the whistle-blowers and transparency 
activists fighting against the increasing influence of money 
in politics, and see how easy it is to evade the cash-strapped 
regulators vainly struggling to police our democracy. Chaired by 
Kenny Farquharson of The Times Scotland.
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BOOKING INFORMATION
Tickets are non – refundable.
 
Information for tickets for Aye Write 2020 events at 
The Mitchell Library and Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
are available: 
 In Person: In Advance
Ticket collections in advance of the festival are 
available from Glasgow Royal Concert Hall (Mon – 
Sat 10am – 6pm).

In Person: During Festival Time
Tickets can be purchased from Mitchell Library in 
person during festival time, only on dates the event 
takes place. The Mitchell Box O#ce opens one hour 
before the first event of the day. All tickets for events 
can be collected during festival time at Mitchell 
Library and Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. Please 
check the website for Mitchell Box O#ce opening 
hours during festival time.

Booking Fees
A 10% booking fee will be applied to all tickets £5 and 
over, including tickets bought in person at the box o#ce.

Online
www.ayewrite.com
Online purchases subject to £1.50 booking fee per transaction

By phone 
0141 353 8000
Phone purchases subject to £1.75 booking fee per transaction

Visit our pop-up bookshops on-site or our beautiful Sauchiehall Street shop 
that holds Glasgow’s largest range of books, 

with two outstanding cafés serving locally sourced food and drink, 
and a licensed bar hosting our vibrant programme of live events.

 is thrilled to return as 
Festival Bookseller at Aye Write
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ATTENDING THE FESTIVALS
Please ensure you arrive at the festival venue in good time to check our 
Information Boards for the location of your event.
 
For the majority of events, doors will open 15 minutes before the event 
start time. All event spaces are wheelchair accessible.
 
Aye Write! events will take place in: 
The Mitchell Library, North Street, Glasgow G3 7DN
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, 2 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G2 3NY
 
Wee Write! events will take place in:
The Mitchell Library, North Street, Glasgow G3 7DN

BSL INTERPRETATION
You can request British Sign Language interpretation for any event in the 
programme. We will seek support from our providers to get interpretation 
services where possible.
How To Access
· Purchase the tickets for the event(s) you wish to attend
· Once you have purchased tickets email ayewrite@glasgowlife.org.uk 
 using the subject line BSL and detail the event(s) you are requesting   
 interpretation services for
· We aim to respond to requests for support within one week
· If we cannot fulfil your request we will notify you and arrange a refund   
 for your ticket or o!er an alternative where possible
· All requests must be received by Friday 28 February to enable us to seek  
 services to support event access and to support preparation time
· Please note that we can only meet a limited number of requests

All information is correct at time of print, please check website for the most 
up-to-date information. A large print version of this brochure is available 
from www.ayewrite.com, or in person at the Mitchell Library.


